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The crowd packs New York’s Times Square during the New Year’s Eve celebration to count down the last minutes of the year and watch the crystal ball drop as seen 
from the Marriott Marquis hotel. 


TOM HAYS 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — When 
revelers pack Times Square 
far the annual New Year's 
eve celebratian on Monday 


night, police will observe a 
tradition of their own: giving 
them lots of company. 

Each year, the New York 
Police Department assigns 
thousands of extra patrols 


to the festivities — in ways 
seen and unseen — to con¬ 
trol the crowd and watch 
for any signs of trouble. Hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of peo¬ 
ple from oil over the world 


ore expected to pack into 
the streets in Midtown Man¬ 
hattan to see the crystal 
ball drop and ring in 2013. 
“We think it’s the safest 
place in the world on New 


(AP Photo/Mary Altaffer) 

Year’s Eve,” Police Commis¬ 
sioner Raymond Kelly told 
The Associated Press ahead 
of the holiday. 


Continued on next page 
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Times Square packed with security for crystal ball drop 


Continued from front 


Security in Times Square 
has become an obsession 
for the NYPD in the post- 
Sept. 11,2001 world, espe¬ 
cially since the botched 
attempted cor bombing 
there in the summer of 
2010. More recently, details 
emerged in another cose 
in Florida saying that one 
suspect considered Times 
Square as o potential tar¬ 
get. 

“Times Square is an iconic 
location that draws o sig¬ 
nificant number of people 
every day,” Kelly said. 
“New Year's Eve is the apex 
of that, so we have to plan 
accordingly.” 

Kelly stressed that there are 
no specific terror threats re¬ 
lated to a celebration tele¬ 
vised across the globe. But 
believing that the so-called 
“Crossroads of the World” is 
always in the crosshairs of 
would-be terrorists, the na¬ 
tion’s largest police depart¬ 
ment has turned securing 
the event into a science. 
Hotels are a particular 
concern. The department 
has worked closely with 
managers, urging them to 


guard against anyone who 
might seek to check into 
a guest room and use it 
to launch a sniper or other 
type of attack. 

“We ask them to monitor 
people coming into the ho¬ 
tels very closely,” Kelly said. 
In terms of crowd control, 
police noticed lost year 


that revelers starting flock¬ 
ing to Times Square earlier 
in the day to hear rehears¬ 
als of performers scheduled 
for various telecasts. 


“At one o’clock in the af¬ 
ternoon, there was o sig¬ 
nificant crowd,” Kelly said. 
“It was really packed with 
people.” 

So this year, the depart¬ 
ment will adjust by posting 
more officers on the streets 
before nightfall, the com¬ 
missioner said. 


Along with the army of ad¬ 
ditional uniformed officers, 
police will use barriers to 
prevent overcrowding and 
for checkpoints to inspect 



A police officer walks through a frozen zone in New York City's 
Times Square as revelers wave balloons in anticipation of 
midnight. 

(AP Photo/John AAinchillo) 
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vehicles, enforce o bon on 
alcohol and check hand¬ 
bags. Visitors will see bomb¬ 
sniffing dogs and heav¬ 
ily armed counter-terrorism 
teams. Rooftop patrols and 
NYPD helicopters will keep 
on eye on the crowd os 
well. Other plainclothes of¬ 
ficers ore assigned to blend 
into the crowd. Many offi¬ 
cers will be wearing palm- 
size radiation detectors de¬ 
signed to give off o signal 
if they detect evidence of 
o dirty bomb, on explosive 
intended to spread panic 
by creating o radioactive 
cloud. 

The bomb squad and an¬ 
other unit specializing in 
chemical and biological 
threats will sweep hotels, 
theaters, construction sites 
and parking garages. They 
also will patrol the sprawl¬ 
ing Times Square subway 
station. 

The NYPD also will rely on 
o network of thousands 
of closed-circuit security 


cameras carpeting the 
roughly 1.7 square miles 
(4.4 square kilometers) 
south of Canal Street, the 
subway system and ports 
of Midtown Manhattan. 
Another annual practice: 
Sealing manhole covers 
and removing mailboxes 
to prevent anyone from 
using them to conceal an 
explosive or other device. 
In 2010, Faisal Shahzad left 
a Nissan Pathfinder outfit¬ 
ted with a crude, home¬ 
made propane-and-gas- 
oline bomb on a block 
teeming with tourists. The 
explosive malfunctioned, 
but the neor-miss spread 
a wave of fear across 
the city. Authorities say 
Shahzad was backed by 
the Pakistani Taliban, 
Shahzad was arrested 
and, after a guilty plea, 
sentenced to life in prison. 
But he warned, “Brace 
yourselves, because the 
war with Muslims has just 
begun.”□ 


Hillary Clinton hospitalized 
with blood clot 

MATTHEW LEE 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Sec¬ 
retary of State Hillary Rod¬ 
ham Clinton has been 
admitted to a New York 
hospital after the discovery 
of a blood clot stemming 
from the concussion she 
sustained earlier this month. 

Clinton spokesman Philippe 
Reines says her doctors dis¬ 
covered the clot during a 
follow-up exam Sunday. 

Reines says Clinton is being 
treated with anti-coagu¬ 
lants. 

Clinton was admitted to 
New York-Presbyterian Hos¬ 
pital so doctors can moni¬ 
tor the medication over the 
next 48 hours. 

Reines says doctors will 
continue to assess Clinton's 


V 



In this June 10, 2011 file photo. 
Secretary of State Hillary 
Rodham Clinton waves as the 
arrives at Lusaka International 
Airport in Lusaka, Zambia. 

Associated Press 

condition, “including other 
issues associated with her 
concussion.” □ 












































December 31 @ liOOPM 11:50PIVI 

• PAGARA -1 million Shot • INTERRUPTION OF TABLE GAMES OPERATIONS, 

Location: Parking lot of Alhambra Casino UNTIL 12:20AM (1/2 HOUR) 

Drinks and snacks available for all present See additional information on the closing memo 

Employees and Family are invited to join us (Posted on the bulletin board) 


9:00PIVI-11.30PIVI 

• $50 CASH EVERY 50 MINUTES 
(Replacing our regular 20/20) 

10:45PIVI 

• DISTRIBUTION OF PARTY FAVORS 
(HATS AND TIARAS) 

Locations: Advantage Desk, Pit, and Cashier 

11:45PIVI 

•COUNTDOWN OF NEW YEARS EVE 
Hosted by Advantage Host(ess) 


12:00- 12:30AIVI 

• CHAMPAGNE TOAST FOR ALL PRESENT 

BETWEEN 1:00AIVI AND1:30AIVI 

• BALLOON DROP with hundreds of prizes 
Table Games will close the lid at each table 
All Dealers and Supervisor will remain at their 
assigned table 

After balloon drop, table games will resume 
operations 

Special Remarks: December 25,26, 31 and 
January 1 all casino empioyees are allowed 
to wear their own attire instead of uniform 


HipN Ikti Vear to |oi ill iid a pnopeiOB 2013 

management nf Hlhambta Casino 






















Monday, December 31, 2012 


1IU.S.NEWS 



Obama pledges to push gun violence measures In 2013 


JIM KUHNHENN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

President Barack Obama 
pledged to put his “full 
weight" behind a legisla¬ 
tive package next year 
aimed at containing gun 
violence, recalling the 
shooting rampage that 
killed 20 elementary school 
students as the worst day of 
his presidency. 

In an interview with NBC 
television's “Meet the 
Press" that aired Sunday, 
Obama voiced skepticism 
about the proposal by 
the National Rifle Associa¬ 
tion, the leading gun-rights 
lobbying group, to place 
armed guards at schools in 
the aftermath of the Dec. 
14 deadly assault at Sandy 
Hook Elementary School in 
Newtown, Connecticut. 
Instead, the president 
vowed to rally the Ameri¬ 
can people around an 
agenda to limit gun vio¬ 
lence, adding that he still 
supports increased back¬ 


ground checks and bans 
on assault weapons and 
high capacity bullet maga¬ 
zines. He left no doubt it will 
be one of his top priorities 
next year. “It is not enough 
for us to say, ‘This is too 
hard so we're not going to 
try,"' Obama said. “I think 
there are a vast majority of 
responsible gun owners out 
there who recognize that 
we can't have a situation 
in which somebody with 
severe psychological prob¬ 
lems is able to get the kind 
of high capacity weapons 
that this individual in New¬ 
town obtained and gun 
down our kids," he add¬ 
ed. “And, yes, it's going 
to be hard." The president 
added that he's ready to 
meet with Republicans and 
Democrats, anyone with a 
stake in the issue. 

The schoolhouse shoot¬ 
ings, coming as families 
prepared for the holidays, 
have elevated the issue of 
gun violence to the fore¬ 
front of public attention. 


Six adult staff members 
were also killed at the el¬ 
ementary school. Shooter 
Adam Lanza committed 


suicide, apparently as po¬ 
lice closed in. Earlier, he 
had killed his mother at the 
home they shared. 

The tragedy immediately 


prompted calls for greater 
gun controls. But the Na¬ 
tional Rifle Association is 
strongly resisting those ef¬ 


forts, arguing instead that 
schools should have armed 
guards for protection. 
Some gun enthusiasts have 
rushed to buy semiauto¬ 


matic rifles of the type used 
by Lanza, fearing sales may 
soon be restricted. 

Obama seemed unim¬ 
pressed by the NRA pro¬ 
posal. “I am skeptical that 
the only answer is putting 
more guns in schools," he 
said. “And I think the vast 
majority of the American 
people are skeptical that 
that somehow is going to 
solve our problem.” 

The president said he in¬ 
tends to press the issue with 
the public. “The question 
then becomes whether 
we are actually shook up 
enough by what hap¬ 
pened here that it does not 
just become another one 
of these routine episodes 
where it gets a lot of atten¬ 
tion for a couple of weeks 
and then it drifts away,” 
Obama said. “It certainly 
won't feel like that to me. 
This is something that - you 
know, that was the worst 
day of my presidency. And 
it's not something that I 
want to see repeated.”□ 



Josh Nelson, campaign manager, CREDO Mobile, speaks 
outside the Wllllard InterContinental Hotel as the NRA holds a 
news conference in Washington. The divide between those who 
favor gun controi and those who don't has existed for decades, 
separating America into hostile camps of conservative vs. 
liberai, rurai vs. urban. As the nation responds to the massacre of 
20 children and six adults in Newtown, Conn., the gulf has rarely 
felt wider than now. (AP Photo/Cllff Owen) 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto of Driftwood Restaurant: “From the pier to your plate!" 
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Deal reached for stopping spike in milk prices 




ALAN FRAAA 
M.C. JALONICK 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

top leaders in both parties 
on the House and Senate 
Agriculture committees 
have agreed to a one-year 
extension of the 2008 farm 
bill that expired in October, 
a move that could head 
off a possible doubling of 
milk prices next month. 
Senate Agriculture Com¬ 
mittee Chairman Debbie 
Stabenow indicated that 
the House could vote on 
the extension as early as 
Sunday evening, though 
House leaders have not yet 
agreed to put it to a vote. 
In addition to the one- 
year extension that has the 
backing of the committees, 
the Republican-controlled 
House is also considering 
two other extension bills 
— a one-month extension 
and an even smaller bill 
that would simply extend 
the dairy policy that expires 
Jan. 1. 

Expiration of those dairy 
programs could mean 
higher prices at the grocery 
store within a few weeks. 
Agriculture Secretary Tom 
Vilsack said Americans 
face the prospect of pay¬ 
ing $7 for a gallon (3.8 liters) 
of milk if the current dairy 
program lapsed and the 
government returned to a 
1948 formula for calculat¬ 
ing milk price supports. 

A spokesman for House 
Speaker John Boehner said 
Sunday afternoon that Re¬ 
publican leaders had not 
decided how they would 
proceed on the farm ex¬ 
tension. 

Boehner has pushed back 
on passage of a new five- 


drives down prices — an 
idea that hasn’t gone over 
well with Boehner. 

In July, he called the cur¬ 
rent dairy program “Sovi¬ 
et-style" and said the new 
program would make it 
even worse. 

Large food companies that 
process and use dairy prod¬ 
ucts have backed Boeh¬ 
ner, saying the program 
could limit milk supplies and 
increase their costs. 
Stabenow blamed Boeh¬ 
ner for getting to the point 
where an extension is the 
only option. 

“The lack of action by the 
House Republican leader¬ 
ship has put us in a situation 
where we risk serious dam¬ 
age to our economy unless 
we pass a temporary ex¬ 
tension,” she said. □ 


the House floor after the 
House Agriculture Commit¬ 
tee approved it in July. The 
Senate passed its version of 
a farm bill in June. 

The prospect of the higher 
milk prices has motivated 
some action. 

The bipartisan extension 
also includes disaster assis¬ 
tance to farmers affected 
by a lingering drought this 
year, along with extensions 
to other farm programs 
that expired in October. 
Instead of just extending 
current dairy policy, the 
extension bill includes an 
overhaul of dairy programs 
that was in both the Senate 
and House committee bills. 
The new dairy programs in¬ 
clude a new, voluntary in¬ 
surance program for dairy 
producers. 

Those who choose that new 
program would also have 
to participate in a market 


year farm bill for months, stabilization program that 
saying there were not could dictate produc- 
enough votes to bring it to tion cuts when oversupply 



Jim Mitchell selects a gallon of milk at o Milwaukee grocery 
store. As the nation inches toward the economic “fiscal cliff,” 
top leaders in both parties on the House and Senate Agriculture 
committees hove agreed to a one-year extension of the 2008 
form bill that expired in October. (AP Photo/Dinesh Romde) 


5 dead in Oregon bus crash 


LA GRANDE, Oregon (AP) 

— Authorities say a tour bus 
crashed on an icy stretch 
of an interstate highway in 
Oregon, killing five people 
and injuring about 20 oth¬ 
ers. 

Police said the bus lost 
control around 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday on the snow- and 
ice-covered lanes of Inter¬ 
state 84 in eastern Oregon. 
The bus crashed through a 
guardrail and went down 
an embankment a few 


hundred feet. 

Rescue workers were using 
ropes to help retrieve peo¬ 
ple from the crash scene. 
State police say the char¬ 
ter bus was carrying about 
40 people, but they did not 
say where the vehicle was 
traveling to or from. 

The bus crash was the sec¬ 
ond fatal accident in Or¬ 
egon on Sunday morning 
due to icy conditions. A 
69-year-old man died in a 
rollover accident. □ 
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Enjoy our 
much celebrated 

3-Course 
Dinner Special! 


Appetizer 


Dessert 


• Fish Soup 

• Onion Soup 

• Conch Fritters 

• Escargot 

• Salad 

• Fresh Catch of the Day 

prepared by our local chef just the way you like it. 

• Jumbo Shrimp from our local waters, 
breaded served with potato or rice or 
with garlic tossed over linguine. 

• Filet Mignon* 8 oz. us Tenderloin 

• Grilled Boneless Chicken Breast 


• Chocolate or Banana Cake 

• Ice Cream __ 


• Coffee / Tea 


This special cannot be used with any 
other promotions, vouchers or certificates. 
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For reservations call: 583-2515 - Klipstraat 12, Downtown. 
www.driftwoodaruba.com • driftwood@setarnet.aw 
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Maine man, 74, held in 
deaths of teen tenants 



People walk in the snow in Buffalo, N.Y. Up to a foot of snow fell 
in parts of southern New England with the latest winter storm to 
move through the Northeast, national weather forecasters said 
Sunday. (AP Photo/Mel Evans) 

storm dumps a foot of 
snow on New England 


Associated Press 
BOSTON (AP) — Up to a 

foot of snow fell in ports of 
southern New England with 
the latest winter storm to 
move through the North¬ 
east, national weather 
forecasters said Sunday. 
The storm began Satur¬ 
day afternoon and ended 
by Sunday morning, with 
some power outages but 
no reports of critical injuries 
or major property damage. 
Dry weather was expected 
for days in southern New 
England, although strong 
winds may chill the bones. 
Meteorologist Frank Noc- 
era of the National Weath¬ 
er Service in Taunton, Mass., 
said southern New England 
appeared to be the hard¬ 
est hit. Six to 12 inches of 


snow fell in Rhode Island, 
eastern Connecticut and 
eastern Massachusetts, in¬ 
cluding Foxborough where 
the New England Patriots 
play. The exception was at 
Boston and the Cape Cod 
area where rain was mixed 
with snow. There two to four 
inches fell. Many residents 
lost power after wet snow 
piled up on power lines. 

The storm spread over 
the Northeast and parts 
of Ohio on Saturday, just 
days after the regions were 
hit by another storm that 
moved in from the nation’s 
midsection. New York City 
and Philadelphia saw a 
mix of rain and snow, and 
drivers throughout the re¬ 
gions were warned to be 
cautious. □ 


CLARKE CANFIELD 
Associated Press 
PORTLAND, Maine (AP) — 

A 74-year-old Maine man 
was charged in the shoot¬ 
ing deaths of two tenants 
inside an apartment he 
rented out at his home, pos¬ 
sibly over a dispute about 
where they parked their 
cars during a snowstorm, 
state police said Sunday. 
James Pak was arrested 
at about 10 p.m. Saturday 
following a standoff at his 
suburban neighborhood 
home in Biddeford, about 
15 miles south of Portland, 
police said. He is charged 
with two counts of murder 
in the deaths of Derrick 
Thompson, 19, and Thomp¬ 
son’s girlfriend, 18-year-old 
Alivia Welch. 

Thompson’s mother, Susan 
Johnson, 44, called police 
to report the shootings at 
about 7 p.m. She and her 
6-year-old son also live in 
the apartment, which is at¬ 
tached to the main house 
where Pak lived. 

Before the shootings, Bid¬ 
deford police were called 
to Pak’s home regarding a 
dispute between Pak and 
his tenants over their cars 
being parked in his drive¬ 
way during the snowstorm, 
said state police spokes¬ 
man Steve McCausland. 


Biddeford banned street 
parking during the night so 
city crews could plow the 
streets. 

Minutes after officers left 
the home, they received 
the call reporting the shoot¬ 


ings. Upon their return, Bid¬ 
deford police rescued 
Johnson and her young 
son, and Pak retreated to 
his part of the house, where 
he lived with his wife, Mc¬ 
Causland said. 

Pak’s wife left the home, 
and he surrendered hours 


later after talking to police 
negotiators, said McCaus¬ 
land. A gun was found in 
the house. 

Johnson was being treat¬ 
ed for a gunshot wound 
at a Portland hospital, offi¬ 


cials said. Her younger son, 
Brayden, was not hurt. 
Detectives are investigat¬ 
ing whether the violence 
stemmed from a landlord- 
tenant dispute, McCaus¬ 
land said. Johnson and 
her family moved into the 
apartment in October.Q 



Derrick Thompson, 19, and Thompson’s girlfriend, 18-year-old 
Alivia Welch. (Photo: Facebook) 
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EVER BEEN THIS CLOSE TO A GREAT OEAL? 

BENEFITS HIGHLIGHTS 

• Unlimited golf • 20% discount golf merchandise 

• Cart fee included • 20% discount with vacation rentai 

• $2000 Ailowance for food & beverage and Spa • 40% discount on Spa & Salon treatments 

• 20% discount on food & beverage • Spouse and chiidrens up to 18 with benefits 


BECOME AN EXECUTIVE MEMBER NOW! 


MEMBERSHIP FEES 

ANNUAL COSTS * $9000 (includes the $2000 Allowance for food and beverage and Spa). 

OFFER ENDS DECEMBER 15"' 2012 


Psychiatric test for suspect in NYC subway death 


COLLEEN LONG 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — A wom¬ 
an suspected in the death 
af an immigrant from India 
wha was pushed off a New 
York City subway platfarm 
has been ordered to under¬ 
go a psychiatric evaluation. 
Erika Menendez, 31, was ar¬ 
raigned Saturday night on a 
charge of murder as a hate 
crime. She had told po¬ 
lice she has hated Muslims 
since the Sept. 11,2001, ter¬ 
rorist attacks and thaught 
the victim was ane. Judge 
Gia Morris ordered that 
Menendez be held withaut 
bail and be given a mental 
health exam. 

Menendez is charged in 
the death of Sunando Sen, 
who was crushed by a train 
in the borought of Queens 
on Thursday night. Friends 
and co-workers said Sen, 


a 46-year-old Indian immi¬ 
grant, was Hindu. 

“I pushed a Muslim off the 
train tracks because I hate 
Hindus and Muslims ever 
since 2001 when they put 
down the twin towers I’ve 
been beating them up,” 
Menendez tald police, ac¬ 
cording to the district at¬ 
torney’s office. 

“The defendant is accused 
of committing what is ev¬ 
ery subway commuter’s 
worst nightmare,” Queens 
District Attcrney Richard 
Brown said. 

Menendez was incaher- 
ent at her arraignment in 
Queens criminal caurt, at 
ane paint laughing so hard 
that the judge told her de¬ 
fense lawyer, “You’re go¬ 
ing to have to have your 
client stop laughing.” 
Menendez admitted shov¬ 
ing Sen, who was pushed 


3 found dead in California 
apartment blaze; 3 injured 


JOHN S. MARSHALL 

Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Three people were killed 
and three others were in¬ 
jured — including a police 
officer credited with saving 
at least one person — in a 
late-night fire at a San Jose 
apartment camplex, au¬ 
thorities said Sunday. 

The officer and firefight¬ 
ers called to the complex 
shortly otter 11 p.m. Satur¬ 
day found people trapped 
in an apartment on the sec¬ 
ond floor of the building, 
San Jose Fire Department 
Capt. Mary Gutierrez said 
Sunday. 

The police officer, who has 
not been named, entered 
the burning apartment and 
pulled at least one person 
to satety, Gutierrez said. 

“He was one of the first on 
the scene,” Gutierrez said. 
“He had a fire extinguisher. 


entered the burning apart¬ 
ment and performed at 
least one rescue. He got 
somebody out of that 
burning apartment.” 

After firefighters put the fire 
out, the bodies of a man, 
a woman and a child were 
recovered, Gutierrez said. 
The police officer was one 
of three people taken to 
the hospital tor treatment 
ot smoke inhalation, Guti¬ 
errez said. She did not 
know the condition of the 
officer or of the two other 
people hospitalized. Their 
names have not been re¬ 
leased, and San Jose po¬ 
lice did not immediately 
return a call seeking infor¬ 
mation about the officer. 

It was expected to take a 
few days before the names 
ot the victims would be re¬ 
leased, said Santa Glara 
County coroner’s investi¬ 
gator Rosa Vega.Q 


from behind, authorities a tip by a passer-by who 
said. She was arrested after saw her on a street and 



New York City Police Department detectives escort Erika 
Menendez, second from left, out of the 112th Precinct in the 
Queens borough of New York. Menendez was arraigned 
Saturday night on a charge of murder as a hate crime. Judge 
Gia Morris has ordered that the 31 -year-old be held without bail 
and be given a mental health exam. 

(AP Photo/Danielle Finkelstein) 


thought she looked like the 
woman in a surveillance 
video released by police. 

A call to Menendez’s attor¬ 
ney was nat immediately 
returned Sunday. 

Angel Luis Santiaga, wha 
used ta work at the Queens 
building where Menendez’s 
mother and stepfather live, 
said he was shocked by her 
arrest. 

“It surprised me what she 
did,” he said. “She never 
acted that way.” 
Menendez’s next court ap¬ 
pearance is scheduled for 
Jan. 14. 

Sen was the second man 
ta die after being pushed 
in front of a New York City 
subway train this month. Ki- 
Suck Han, a Korean immi¬ 
grant, was killed in a mid¬ 
town Manhattan subway 
station on Dec. 3. □ 
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Rape victim is cremated in India 


© 2012 New York Times 
NEW DELHI - The body of 
a young woman who was 
roped in New Delhi this month 
by several men in a moving 
bus was brought home Sun¬ 
day, a day after the police 
said that six men accused 
of attacking her had been 
charged with murder. 

Airport security sources said 
the plane arrived from Sin¬ 
gapore in the cargo area of 
Indira Gandhi International 
Airport at 4:15 a.m. Sun¬ 
day and that the body was 
whisked away through the 
old domestic terminal. Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh 
and Sonia Gandhi, president 
of the governing Congress 
party, received the body 
along with senior police of¬ 
ficials amid growing public 
pressure on the government 
machinery. 

The 23-year-old victim was 
cremated at a private cer¬ 
emony in southwest New 
Delhi, the local news media 
reported. In attendance at 
the ceremony, which was 


closed to the news me¬ 
dia, were family, friends 
and a handful of politi¬ 
cians. 

Sheila Dikshit, the chief 
minister of Delhi, who had 
been booed away by 
protesters on Saturday, 
was spotted leaving the 
crematorium, a Reuters 
report said. 

There was heavy police 
deployment during the 
funeral. 


On Saturday a police 
spokesman, Rajan Bhagat, 
said that the six men would 
be charged with murder. 
If convicted, they could 
face the death penalty in 
the Dec. 16 attack, which 
shocked Indio because of 
its savagery, led to violent 
protests and prompted de¬ 
mands for improved pro¬ 
tection for women os well 
as calls for the death pen¬ 
alty in rape cases.Q 



Indians light candles as they mourn the death of a gong rape 
victim in New Delhi, Indio, Sunday, Dec. 30, 2012. 

(AP Photo/ Dar Yosin) 


UN Envoy warns of failed sfafe in Syria 


BASSEM MROUE 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — The interna¬ 
tional envoy seeking to end 
Syria’s civil war warned Sun¬ 
day that the failure of the 
government and the rebels 
to pursue a political solution 
could lead to the “full col¬ 
lapse of the Syrian state" and 
threaten the world's security. 
Lakhdar Brahimi, who repre¬ 
sents the United Nations and 
the Arab League, said that 
as many as 100,000 people 
could be killed in the next 
year as Syria moves toward 
“Somalization” and rule by 
warlords. Brahimi has report¬ 
ed little progress in his mission 
to push forward a peace 
plan for Syria first presented 
in June at an international 
conference in Geneva. The 
proposal calls for an open- 
ended cease-fire and the 


formation of a transitional 
government to run the 
country until new elec¬ 
tions can be held and a 
new constitution drafted. 
But so far, neither the re¬ 
gime of President Bashar 
Assad nor the scores of 
rebels groups fighting his 
forces across the country 
have shown any interest 
in negotiations. The reb¬ 
els’ political leadership 
has called Assad’s depar¬ 
ture a prerequisite for any 
political solution, and it is 
unlikely that the opposi¬ 
tion’s National Coalition 
could even stop rebels 
on the ground from con¬ 
tinuing to fight. Likewise, it 
is doubtful that top mem¬ 
bers of Assad’s regime will 
voluntarily give up power. 
The Syrian government 
has remained officially 


mum on Brahimi’s plan, 
which he has pushed in 
the post week in meetings 
with Assad in Damascus, 
with top Russian officials in 
Moscow and on Sunday 
with the head of the Arab 
League in Cairo. Speaking 
alongside Nabil Elaraby on 
Sunday, he estimated that 
100,000 people could be 
killed if the 21-month con¬ 
flict continues for another 
year. “Peace and security 
in the world will be threat¬ 
ened directly from Syria if 
there is no solution within 
the next few months,” he 
said. “The alternatives are 
a political solution or the 
full collapse of the Syr¬ 
ian state.” Since meet¬ 
ing Assad early last week, 
Brahimi has given no indi¬ 
cation how his plan was 
received. □ 


Egypt’s currency reaches 
new low: turmoil feared 


SARAH EL DEEB 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — The Egyp¬ 
tian pound fell to a record 
low against the dollar Sun¬ 
day as the central bank 
stepped into the market 
to try to stabilize trading 
and stop an anxious pub¬ 
lic that has been buying 
up dollars for fear of an 
even bigger dive in the 
local currency, bankers 
said. 

The pound slid more than 
3 percent on the first trad¬ 
ing day after the central 
bank introduced a new 
dollar auction system that 
bankers said appeared 
designed to allow a “con¬ 
trolled devaluation” of the 
Egyptian pound. Many 
economists consider the 
pound overvalued and 
propped up by the gov¬ 
ernment, which has used 
fast-dwindling foreign cur¬ 
rency reserves to keep 


the value artificially high. 
Khaled Abdel-Hamid, from 
Union National Bank of the 
UAE in Egypt, said the cen¬ 
tral bank is now directly in¬ 
volved in trading to stabilize 
the market and will probably 
help stop speculation on the 
currency by panicked buy¬ 
ers. 

Egypt is grappling with a 
crippling deficit and foreign 
reserves have fallen to $15 
billion from $36 billion in 2010, 
before the uprising that top¬ 
pled Hosni Mubarak. 

The central bankannounced 
the new auction system a 
day earlier, urging citizens 
to “ration usage” of foreign 
currency in favor of the 
Egyptian pound. It said that 
foreign currency reserves, 
which have been hemor¬ 
rhaging for nearly two years, 
are at a “critical” level — the 
minimum needed to cover 
foreign debt payments and 
buy strategic imports.Q 


New Japanese PM tours 
damaged nuclear facility 


ITSUO INOUYE 
Associated Press 
FUKUSHIMA DAI-ICHI 
NUCLEAR POWER PLANT, 
Japan (AP) — Newly in¬ 
stalled Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe visited 
the tsunami-devastated 
Fukushima Dai-lchi nucle¬ 
ar plant over the week¬ 
end as his government 
reconsiders plans to even¬ 
tually phase out the use of 
atomic energy. Donning 
protective gear, Abe took 
a bus tour of the plant — 
site of the worst nuclear 
accident since the 1986 
Chernobyl disaster — 
and greeted workers at 
its emergency operations 
center in Okuma town 
on Japan’s northeastern 
coast. A massive earth¬ 
quake and tsunami on 
March 11,2011, swamped 


parts of the Fukushima plant, 
disabling backup systems 
and triggering radiation- 
spewing meltdowns that 
forced tens of thousands of 
people to flee. The disaster 
triggered massive protests 
against atomic energy and 
widespread public distrust in 
nuclear plant operators and 
regulators. Japan’s nuclear 
reactors were suspended for 
checks after the Fukushima 
meltdowns, and only two 
of the country’s 50 reactors 
are currently online. Dur¬ 
ing his visit to the Fukushima 
plant’s operations center, 
Abe urged employees of the 
plant’s embattled owner, 
Tokyo Electric Power Co., to 
persevere as the company 
works to clean up radiation 
released by the accident 
and safely close the plant 
permanently.^ 
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US family pleas for couple missing in Afghanistan 


DENIS D. GRAY 
ERIC TUCKER 
Associated Press 
KABUL (AP) — The family of 
on ailing, pregnanf Ameri¬ 
can woman missing in Af¬ 
ghanistan with her Cana¬ 
dian husband has broken 
months of silence over the 
mysterious case, making 
public appeals for the cou¬ 
ple’s safe return. 

James Coleman, the father 
of 27-year-old Caiflon Cole¬ 
man, fold The Associated 
Press over the weekend that 
she was due to deliver in 
January and needed urgent 
medical attention for a liver 
ailment that required regu¬ 
lar checkups. He said he 
and his wife, Lyn, last heard 
from their son-in-law Josh on 
Oct. 8 from on Internet cafe 
in what he described os an 


MOSCOW (AP) — 

Investigators on Sunday 
examined flight recorders 
and other evidence to try to 
determine the cause of the 
airliner crash in Moscow that 
killed five people, an official 
said. The Tu-204 belonging 
to Russian airline Red 
Wings was carrying eight 
people, all of them crew 
members, when it careered 
off the runway Saturday 
while landing at Moscow’s 
Vnukovo Airport. It went 
partly into on adjacent 
highway, broke into pieces 
and caught fire. Four people 
were pronounced dead 
soon after the crash and 
the airline said on its Twitter 
account that a fifth, a flight 
attendant, died Sunday. 
Those who died Saturday 
were the pilot, co-pilot, 
flight engineer and another 
attendant. Red Wings said. 
The survivors were reported 
in critical or serious condition 
in Moscow hospitols.Vladimir 
Markin, a spokesman for 
Russia’s main investigative 
agency, was quoted by 
Russian news agencies 
saying the data recorders 
were being examined, 
along with fuel samples. 
In addition, he said flight 
documents for the plane 
have been taken from the 
airline for examination. □ 


“unsafe” port of Afghani¬ 
stan. The Colemans asked 
that Josh be identified by 
his first name only to pro¬ 
tect his privacy. 

The couple had embarked 
on a journey last July that 



Caitlan Coleman, right, sits 
with her husband. Josh. 
Caitian Coleman’s family has 
broken months of silence over 
Caitlan and her husband’s 
mysterious disappearance in 
Afghanistan. (AP Photo) 

took them to Russia, the 
central Asian countries of 
Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and 
Kyrgyzstan, and then final¬ 


ly to Afghanistan. 

Neither the Taliban nor 
any other militant group 
has claimed it is holding 
the couple, leading some 
to believe they were kid¬ 
napped. But no ransom 
demand has been made. 
An Afghan official said their 
trail has gone dead. 

“Our goal is to get them 
back safely and healthy,” 
the father told AP on Friday 
night by phone. “I don’t 
know what kind of care 
they’re getting or not get¬ 
ting,” he added. “We’re 
just an average family and 
we don’t have connec¬ 
tions with anybody and we 
don’t have a lot of money.” 
He made a similar appeal 
in a video posted on You¬ 
Tube on Dec. 13. 

“We appeal to whoever 


is caring for her to show 
compassion and allow 
Caity, Josh and our un¬ 
born grondboby to come 
home,” he said. 

Before the video came out, 
the family had kept quiet 
about the case since the 
couple disappeared in ear¬ 
ly October. They appear to 
have broken their silence 
in hopes it might lead to a 
breakthrough. 

But many questions remain 
over the disappearances. 

It is not known whether the 
couple is still alive or how or 
why they entered Afghani¬ 
stan. And there is no infor¬ 
mation about what they 
were doing in the country 
before they went missing. 
James Coleman, of York 
County, Pennsylvania, said 
he was not entirely sure 
what his daughter and her 
husband were doing in Af¬ 
ghanistan. But he surmised 
they may have been seek¬ 
ing to help Afghans by join¬ 
ing an aid group after tour¬ 


ing the region. 

In the AP interview, he de¬ 
scribed his daughter as 
“naive” and “adventure¬ 
some” with a humanitarian 
bent. 

He said Josh did not dis¬ 
close their exact location 
in his last email contact 
on Oct. 8 from the Inter¬ 
net cafe, only saying they 
were not in a safe place. 
James Coleman also said 
the lost withdrawals from 
the couple’s account were 
mode Oct. 8 and 9 in Kabul 
with no activity on the ac¬ 
count and no further com¬ 
munication from them af¬ 
ter that date. “He just said 
they were heading into 
the mountains — wherever 
that was, I don’t know,” the 
father said. “I assume they 
were going to strike out 
on foot like they were do¬ 
ing” he said. “They’re both 
kind of naive, always have 
been in my view. I don’t re¬ 
ally know why they went 
there,” he added.Q 


Black boxes examined in fatai 
Russian piane crash 



Rescuers work at the site where a plane careered off the runwaw 
at Vnukovo Airport in Moscow. A Tu-204 aircraft belonging to 
Russian airline Red Wings careered off the runway at Russia’s 
third-busiest airport on Saturday, broke into pieces and caught 
fire, killing several people. (AP Photo/Alexander Usoltsev) 
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Yemen: 

Al-Qaida offers bounty for US ambassador 



U.S. Ambassador to Yemen Gerald M. Feierstein, left, shakes 
hands with a Yemeni army officer during a visit to Abyon, Yemen. 
Al-Qaida's branch in Yemen has offered to pay tens of thousands 
of dollars to anyone who kills Feierstein or an American soldier 
in the country, according to on audio produced by the group's 
media arm, the oi-Maiohem Foundation, and posted on militant 
websites. (AP Photo/Honi Mohammed) 


AHMED AL-HAJ 
Associated Press 
SANAA, Yemen (AP) — Al- 

Qaida's branch in Yemen 
has offered fo pay tens 
of thousands of dollars to 
anyone who kills the U.S. 
ambassador in Sanaa or 
an American soldier in the 
country. 

An audio produced by the 
group's media arm, the al- 
Malahem Foundation, and 
posted on militant websites 
Saturday said it offered 
three kilograms of gold 
worth $160,000 for killing 
the ambassador, Gerald 
Feierstein. 

The group said it will pay 
5 million Yemeni riyals 
($23,000) to anyone who 
kills an American soldier in¬ 
side Yemen. 

It said the offer is valid for six 
months. 

The bounties were set to 
“inspire and encourage 


ESAM MOHAMED 
Associated Press 
TRIPOLI, Libya (AP) — 

Egypt's Foreign Ministry 
says an explosion at on 
Egyptian Coptic church 
in Libya's third largest city, 
Misrata, has killed two peo¬ 
ple and wounded two oth- 


our Muslim nation for jihad,” 
the statement said. 

The U.S. Embassy in Sanaa 
did not respond to an As¬ 
sociated Press phone call 
asking for comment. 


ers. The statement by the 
Foreign Ministry says Sun¬ 
day's explosion killed two 
Egyptian citizens working at 
the church in preparation 
for traditional New Year's 
Eve mass. 

Egypt's ambassador visited 
the church in the coastal 


Washington considers al- 
Qaida in Yemen to be the 
group's most dangerous 
branch. The group overran 
entire towns and villages 
last year by taking advan- 


city otter the attack and 
urged Libyan security forc¬ 
es to ensure the property 
is guarded. A Libyan secu¬ 
rity official says the deadly 
attack was caused by a 
bomb made from an ex¬ 
plosive material that typi¬ 
cally requires a detonator. 


tage of a security lapse 
during nationwide protests 
that eventually ousted the 
country's longtime ruler. 
Backed by the U.S. military 
experts based at a south¬ 
ern air base, Yemen’s army 
was able to regain control 
of the southern region, but 
al-Qaida militants continue 
to launch deadly attacks 
on security forces that 
have killed hundreds. 

In the capital, Sanaa, se¬ 
curity officials said two 
gunmen on a motorbike 
shot and killed two intel¬ 
ligence officers early Sun¬ 
day as they were leaving a 
downtown security facility. 
The officials, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity ac¬ 
cording to regulations, said 
all intelligence and security 
officers have been instruct¬ 
ed to take precautionary 
measures outside working 
hours.Q 


The official spoke on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity because 
the incident is still under 
investigation. Tens of thou¬ 
sands of Egyptian workers 
have returned to work in 
Libya following last year's 
civil war, despite security 
dangers.^ 


North Ireland: 
Bomb found 
under cop car 

LONDON (AP) — A bomb 
hidden beneath an off-du¬ 
ty policeman's car parked 
on a major road in Northern 
Ireland was discovered be¬ 
fore it could explode Sun¬ 
day, police said. 

The booby-trap device 
was detected on the vehi¬ 
cle, parked in east Belfast, 
police said. It was “clearly 
intended to kill the police 
officer,” assistant chief 
constable George Flamil- 
ton said. Bomb disposal of¬ 
ficers rushed to the scene, 
and several nearby homes 
were evacuated. 

No one claimed responsibil¬ 
ity for planting the device, 
but Flamilton said police 
believe dissident groups 
were behind the threat. 
Militant dissidents hove re¬ 
cently targeted police with 
occasional bombings and 
shootings in the British terri¬ 
tory. 

In November, an Irish Re¬ 
publican Army faction 
shot dead a prison officer 
in an ambush as he drove 
to work. In April 2011, a 
26-year-old newly-quolified 
policeman was killed by 
a booby-trap bomb that 
exploded under his car in 
Omagh, County Tyrone.Q 


Bomb at Egyptian-run church in Libya kiils 2 
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Happy New Year 

2013 


De Palm Tours wishes the community of Aruba, 
both residents and visitors, a happy and prosperous 
new year and the very best for 2013. 

We would also like to take this opportunity 
to recognize some of our staff 
for their achievements in 2012, 
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President’s brother speaks 
about Colombia peace talks 


Venezuela VP: Chavez suffers 
‘new complications’ 


PETER ORSI 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— Hugo Chavez has suf¬ 
fered “new complications” 
following his cancer surgery 
in Cuba, his vice president 
said Sunday, describing the 
Venezuelan leader's con¬ 
dition as delicate. 

Vice President Nicolas 
Maduro did not give details 
about the complications, 
which he said came amid 
a respiratory infection. 
Maduro spoke in a tele¬ 
vised address from Cuba. 
Maduro had arrived in Ha¬ 
vana on Saturday in a sud¬ 
den and unexpected trip 
to visit Chavez. He said on 
Sunday that he would re¬ 
main in Havana “for the 
coming hours” but didn’t 
specify how long. 

The vice president spoke 
with a solemn expression 
alongside Chavez's eldest 
daughter, Rosa, and son- 
in-law Jorge Arreaza, as 
well as Attorney General 
Cilia Flores. 

The previous night in Ca¬ 
racas, Venezuela, Maduro 
did not specify how long 
he would be away but said 
Energy Minister Hector Na¬ 
varro would be in charge 
of government affairs in the 
meantime. Maduro’s an¬ 
nouncement came at the 
end of a long speech at 
the inauguration of a state 
governor, and he offered 


no information on the pur¬ 
pose of his visit beyond 
seeing Chavez. 

In a speech Saturday, Ven¬ 
ezuela's National Assembly 
President Diosdado Ca- 
bello said only that Mad¬ 
uro went to Cuba to visit 
with Chavez and urge him 
“to follow his treatment.” 
Venezuelan press officials 
in Caracas said they had 


no additional information 
Saturday. Maduro's trip 
comes amid growing un¬ 
certainty about Chavez's 
health. The Venezuelan 
leader has not been seen 
or heard from since under¬ 
going his fourth cancer-re¬ 
lated surgery Dec. 11, and 
government officials have 
said he might not return 
in time for his scheduled 
Jan. 10 inauguration for 


a new six-year term. There 
have been no updates on 
Chavez’s condition since 
Maduro announced Mon¬ 
day night that he had re¬ 
ceived a phone call from 
the president who was up 
and walking. 

Venezuela’s opposition 
criticized Maduro for what 
they said was a lock of 
transparency surrounding 


Chavez’s health. 

“What I still don’t under¬ 
stand is who is president,” 
Lawmaker Alfonso Marqui- 
na said. “Who is governing 
the country now? As for the 
purpose of this sudden and 
improvised trip, only the na¬ 
tional government knows.” 
Maduro is the highest rank¬ 
ing Venezuelan official 
to visit Chavez since the 
surgery. □ 


BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) 

— A brother of Colombian 
President Juan Manuel 
Santos has revealed that 
the country’s largest guer¬ 
rilla group had initially 
proposed to hold peace 
talks within Colombia or in 
neighboring Venezuela, 
rather than in Cuba. 
Enrique Santos said in an 
article published in the 
newspaper El Espectador 
on Sunday that the govern¬ 
ment’s team had insisted 
that the talks not be held in 
Colombia. 

“We decided on Cuba for 
security and above all be¬ 
cause it guaranteed confi¬ 
dentiality,” Santos wrote in 
the article. 

Representatives of the Co¬ 
lombian government and 
the Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia, or 
FARC, began discussions in 
Havana on Nov. 19 seeking 
a deal to end the country's 
decades-old conflict. They 
currently are taking a holi¬ 
day break and are to re¬ 
sume talks on Jan. 14. 
Santos, an adviser to gov¬ 
ernment negotiators and 
former director of the Co¬ 
lombian newspaper El 
Tiempo, is not a member 
of the team involved in 
the current talks. But he 
revealed details of earlier 
discussions with the rebels 
starting in February 2011. 
He said he has been in¬ 
volved “in an irreversible 


way in this process.” 

Santos said that one espe¬ 
cially complicated matter 
was getting one of the reb¬ 
el leaders, Jaime Alberto 
Parra Rodriguez, to make 
the trip to Cuba for those 
initial discussions. 

Santos said the rebels were 
distrustful of the plans to 
shuttle away Parra, who is 
better known by the nom- 
de-guerre Mauricio Jara- 
millo or the nickname “El 
Medico.” 

“It was very hard to con¬ 
vince the FARC to ... ac¬ 
cept putting (Parra) on a 
helicopter supplied by the 
state,” Santos wrote.“At 
the time of picking him up, 
he appeared guarded by 
more than 50 men armed 
to the teeth.In the end 
there was crying by wom¬ 
en guerrillas and a farewell 
ceremony. That was the 
first big achievement: get¬ 
ting Jaramillo to Havana. 
That process lasted nearly 
a year.” 

Santos said he and others 
arrived in Havana on Feb. 
23, 2011, ahead of their first 
contacts with the guerril¬ 
las, and that after sitting to¬ 
gether about 70 times, they 
finally signed a preliminary 
accord in August 2012 to 
launch the peace talks. 
Until they reached that 
point, Santos said, “vari¬ 
ous times we were on the 
verge of breaking off” the 
discussions. □ 



Venezuela’s Vice President Nicolas Maduro, center, arrives 
in Cuba to visit Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez, who is 
recovering from a surgery_ his fourth operation related to his 
pelvic cancer since June 2011. (AP Photo/Gronmo, Neyro ) 
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Watch the sun go down aboard one of our 
luxurious catamarans. This relaxing sail 
includes hors d’oeuvres and open bar. 


Book now! Via internet: www.redsailaruba.com or by phone: (+297) 586-1603 














































For an unforgettable night: 

Join us to celebrate New Year’s Eve at the Radisson! 


PALM BEACH - The Radis¬ 
son Aruba Resort Spa & Ca¬ 
sino will be celebrating the 
outgoing year in style, at all 
of its restaurants, with a fun 
after-dinner Countdown 
Celebration party with live 
entertainment in the Grand 
Caribbean Ballroom. 

The resort's elegant 4-dia- 
mond rated Sunset Grille, 
will be serving two din¬ 
ner seatings, offering 
four-course dinners with 
a choice of entrees such 
as Lobster Thermidor, Beef 
Tenderloin, Free Range 
Chicken Provencal and 
Chilean Seabass Fillet. En¬ 
trance tickets to the ball¬ 
room's Countdown Cel¬ 
ebration are included with 
dinner. For those seeking 
a more casual evening, a 
long time local favorite. La¬ 
guna restaurant, which has 
just re-opened after reno¬ 


vations, will be offering a 
sumptuous themed buffet 
dinner, with tickets to the 
Countdown Celebration in 
the ballroom included. 
Gilligan's Beach Bar & Grill 
will be offering a tropical 
dinner experience over¬ 
looking the pool, the beach 
and the Caribbean Sea, 
with delectable menus to 
match, and entrance tick¬ 
ets to the Countdown Cel¬ 
ebration in the Ballroom. 
The entrance tickets to the 
Countdown Celebration in 
the ballroom are also avail¬ 
able as a part-only option, 
including live entertain¬ 
ment, and dancing, premi¬ 
um open bar, and snacks 
from 10:30pm to 1:30am, 
champagne toast at mid¬ 
night and party favors. 
Guests wishing to dine at 
the resort restaurants, a 
la carte, are welcome to 









call for details, pricing and 
seatings, at their earliest 
convenience. 

Last but not least, on New 
Year's Day, brunch will be 
offered at Laguna restau¬ 
rant including a welcome 
Kir Royal or Mimosa. For res¬ 
ervations call the Radisson 
concierges at the lobby 
desk. Escort the old year 
out and bring the New Year 
in, at the Radisson Aruba 
Resort Casino & Spa.Q 
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Hawaiian Canoes inaugurated on Eagie Beach, Aruba! 



EAGLE BEACH - Dignitaries, 
friends and family mem¬ 
bers, joined the Minister of 
Sports & Health Dr. Richard 
Visser for o happy occa¬ 
sion, as Renata Matarozzi, 
of Body Planet BVA, host¬ 
ed a genuine Luau Party 
to celebrate the Hawaiian 
Canoes official inaugura¬ 
tion in Aruba, at their per¬ 
manent location adjacent 
to the Tulip Restaurant, at 
MVC, on Eagle Beach. 

With the arrival of the Ha¬ 
waiian Canoes, Renata 
and her husband Ulysses 
Matarozzi are introducing 
an age-old seafaring tradi¬ 
tion to the island. 

The outrigger canoes, hail 
from Polynesia, but they 
have been an icon of the 
Hawaiian watersports cul¬ 


ture for decades, and now 
the dynamic activity of out¬ 
rigger canoeing is offered 
right here on the island. Re¬ 
nata explains that Aruba’s 
tranquil seas provide the 
perfect learning ground for 
paddlers, allowing them to 
experience a unique water 
activity with scenic sea-to- 
land views of our pictur¬ 
esque coastline. 

It has been my dream for 
many years, she adds, to 
bring the outrigger canoes 
to Aruba. The activity deliv¬ 
ers a perfect combination 
of fitness in an ocean envi¬ 
ronment and we are proud 
to be the first Hawaiian Ca¬ 
noe organization in the Ca¬ 
ribbean. 

As an ACE certified fitness 
instructor and personal 


trainer, Renata together 
with her husband Ulysses, 
who is a certificated physi¬ 
cal education instructor, 
will offer a variety of activi¬ 
ties to beginner and expe¬ 
rienced paddlers, both lo¬ 
cals and visitors. 

In collaboration with their 
charming staff they will do 
their best to make the ex¬ 
perience of their visitors a 
most-memorable one. We 
want them to enjoy every 
minute they spend in our 
training session, Renata 
states, and as we speak 
English, Spanish, and Por¬ 
tuguese, we will be able 
to cater to a diverse clien¬ 
tele in our fleet of five cus¬ 


tom built canoes, imported 
from Brazil, all hand crafted 
by world champion Fabio 
Paiva.” 

Paiva, who arrived on the is¬ 
land in order to participate 
in the Hawaiian Canoes of¬ 
ficial inauguration in Aruba, 
shared about the impor¬ 
tance of the sport in Brazil, 
having grown considerably 
in popularity over the past 
decade. 

Hawaiian Canoes Aruba 
will offer the activity to be¬ 
ginners, people who are 
looking to get on the water 
recreationally in a low to 
medium intensity paddle, 
inviting men and women 
of 14 years and up to par¬ 
ticipate while children 12 
years and up may partici¬ 
pate with the presence of 
a parent or guardian in the 
canoe. 

For advanced paddlers, 
the activity will focus on 
improving technique and 
building physical fitness. 
Hawaiian Canoes is also 
planning to organize week¬ 
end competitions, com¬ 
bining indoor and outdoor 
training, with each session 
customized to the level of 
clients, and planned ac¬ 
cording to their goals. 

One of the best Hawaiian 
Canoe attraction is a trip to 
Roger's Beach at the south¬ 
east end of Aruba, where 
from the beach partici¬ 
pants will paddle to the out¬ 
side reefs for a surf session, 
and to the “Bird Sanctuary 
Islands” for a beach break, 
sodas, water, and a photo 
opportunity, walking on the 
sand, careful not to disturb 
the bird breeding grounds 
in the islands’ grassy parts. 
This four-hour trip promises 
to be a hit among locals 


and visitors. 

Body planet is also open 
for private, special group 
requests, such as govern¬ 
mental organization, mili¬ 
tary organizations, business 
organizations, families, 
seniors, kids’ programs, 
friends, and more. Canoe¬ 
ing is a great team building 
activity which would ben¬ 
efit families and businesses, 
in many different ways. 

In accordance with the 
business core value, “We 
have our income from the 
sea, and our philosophy is 
to pay it forward.” Hawai¬ 
ian Canoes is proud to be 
the first small business join¬ 
ing the Green movement. 
For every purchase of ca¬ 
noe activities, a US$1. - do¬ 
nation will be earmarked 
for an “Ocean Care Project 
in Aruba,” looking out for 
future generations, so that 
they may find the same 
wonderful sea environ¬ 
ment, as we have it now. 
The fantastic inaugural par¬ 
ty at Tulip Restaurant, MVC 
Eagle Beach, featured an 
iced coconut drink on ar¬ 
rival, colorful leis, and a 
complete dance program 
by the gorgeous dancers 
of Youth Ballet Fellowship, 
Club Di Movimiento, under 
the direction of Samanfha 
Wesfrafe. Guesfs enjoyed 
healfhy snacks and cock- 
fails againsf fhe backdrop 
of a ferrific sunsef. A Hawai¬ 
ian Canoe pracfice and 
demonsfrafion session was 
offered the following day, 
affracfing excellenf atten¬ 
dance, including Minister 
Visser who loves the sport 
and encourages Body 
Planet to open additional 
canoe pod in different 
parts of fhe island. □ 
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Double Joy celebrated at Amazonia Churrascaria 




PALM BEACH - The recent 
baptism ot twins Jaceyline 
Annabella and Jacqueline 
Isabella at the San Francis¬ 
co church, was a pertect 
reason to celebrate, in the 
company of family mem¬ 
bers and friends. Proud 
Parents, Mom Julienne Cu- 
riel and Dad Ramon Mon- 
tesinos, introduced their 
beautiful girls who went to 
church for the first time for 
a traditional christening, to 
their guests at Amazonia 
Churrascaria over delicious 
dinner and cocktails at a 
private party. Congratula¬ 
tions to then Curiel-Mon- 
tesinos family from staff and 
management at Amazonia 
Churrascaria, we hope to 
see all of you through the 
next years and again for 
Jaceyline Annabella and 
Jacqueline Isabella Holy 
Communion. □ 
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Florida International Tennis Championship: 

Patrick Sydow takes second place at International Event! 


ORANJESTAD - Local ten¬ 
nis in Aruba got a boost 
over the weekend os our 
very own Patrick Sydow 
placed second in the Ju¬ 
nior Orange Bowl Interna¬ 
tional Tennis Championship 
at Coral Gables, Florida, 
for his age group. He was 
beaten by winner Ishay 
Oliel, from Israel, 6-3, 6-1, 
who took the trophy, fol¬ 
lowed by a phone call from 
Israel's prime minister, con¬ 
gratulating him on his spec¬ 
tacular performance 
Young tennis players Oliel 
and Sydow join the likes of 
Jimmy Connors, Andy Mur¬ 


ray, Jennifer Capriati and 
Monica Seles, who are all 
former winners of that inter¬ 
national competition. 

Frans Sydow, Patrick’s 
proud dad reports that 
the Junior Orange Bowl In¬ 
ternational Championship 
known since 2008 as the 
Dunlop Orange Bowl Inter¬ 
national Tennis Champion¬ 
ships is a prestigious junior 
tennis tournament, one 
of only five that are rated 


by the International Tennis 
Federation as Grade A. The 
tournament features both 
boys and girls singles and 
doubles draws at both ‘18 
and under’ (under-19) and 
‘16 and under’ (under-17) 
age categories. Since 
1999, the tournament has 
been held each Decem¬ 
ber at Grandon Park, in Key 
Biscayne, Florida, attract¬ 
ing over 1,000 entrants from 
more than 75 countries. 





“We are very proud of Pat¬ 
rick’s international achieve¬ 
ment,” says Frans Sydow, 
“he worked very hard, and 
we as parents worked very 
hard alongside him, to sup¬ 
port him, and allow him to 
develop his gifts. We hope 
that with his success the 
public schools in Aruba as 
well as the government will 
undertake the develop¬ 
ment of these talented kids, 
to help this country raise 
world-class champions, 
representing Aruba with 
pride and competence.” 


Patrick Sydow is 12 years old 
and a student of Colegio 
Arubano. He was born in 
Aruba and has been play¬ 
ing tennis since the age of 
4, mostly with his dad who 
also played tennis through 
college, as a professional. 
Patrick trains with Argen¬ 
tinean-born pro Claudio 
Martinez at the Occidental 
Grand Resort tennis courts. 
For additional tournament 
info, also rules and regula¬ 
tions regarding registration, 
you may visit www.jror- 
angebowl.org. □ 
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Detroit Pistons forward 
Tayshaun Prince (22) shoots 
against Miiwaukee Bucks 
forward Luc Mbah a Moute 
(12) in the second haif of 
an NBA basketbaii game, 
Sunday, Dec. 30, 2012, in 
Auburn Hiiis, Mich. Prince ied 
the Pistons with 20 points in a 
96-94 win. 

Prince’s late 
free throws 
lift Pistons 
over Bucks 


Associated Press 
AUBURN HILLS, Mich. (AP) 
-- Tayshaun Prince made 
twa free throws with 10.9 
seconds left to give Detroit 
o 96-94 victory over the Mil¬ 
waukee Bucks on Sunday 
night otter the Pistons blew 
o 14-point lead. 

Prince scored 20 points, 
and Greg Monroe added 
14 points and 10 rebounds 
for Detroit, which hod five 
players in double figures. 
Charlie Villanueva and 
Brandon Knight added 11 
points apiece, ondJason 
Maxiell scored 10 for the 
Pistons. 

Monta Ellis had 30 points 
and nine assists, and Erson 
Ilyasova scored 24 points 
for the Bucks. 

Both teams were coming 
off wins over the defend¬ 
ing NBA champion Miami 
Heat. Detroit beat Miami 
109-99 in Auburn Hills on 
Friday night and the Bucks 
beat the Heat 104-85 in Mil¬ 
waukee one night later.Q 
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Serena Williams opens season with comfortable win 


JOHN PYE 

AP Sports Writer 

BRISBANE, Australia (AP) — 

Starting the 2013 schedule 
a couple ot days betore 
the New Year put Serena 
Williams under a little more 
pressure than usual to pro¬ 
duce a convincing victory 
in her first match of the sea¬ 
son. After saving five break 
points as she adjusted to 
a strong cross breeze in 
the first game, the 15-time 
major winner needed less 
than an hour to beat No. 
21-ranked Varvara Lep- 
chenko 6-2, 6-1 in the first 
round of the Brisbane Inter¬ 
national on Sunday. 
Williams won 31 of her last 32 
matches in the second half 
of the 2012 season, includ¬ 


ing titles at Wimbledon, the 
Olympics, U.S. Open and 
the WTA Championships. 
She won 58 of 62 matches 
in total this year, a win-loss 
record she didn’t want to 
diminish in any way. 
“Tomorrow is the last day 
of the year, so technically 
I still had my 2012 rep on 
the line,” she said. “I really 
needed to win today so I 
could finish the year with 
still just the four losses. So 
that was important for me.” 
Williams didn't show any 
signs of being hampered 
by the minor surgery on her 
big toes which forced her 
to withdraw from a Dec. 29 
exhibition in Thailand, mov¬ 
ing freely throughout the 
match against the Uzbeki- 



Serena Williams of the U.S. ploys o shot during her first round 
match against Varvoro Lepchenko of the U.S. during the Bris¬ 
bane International tennis tournament in Brisbane, Australia, Sun¬ 
day, Dec. 30, 2012. 

Associated Press 


stan-born Lepchenko, who 
now represents the United 
States. “I was a little ner¬ 
vous, but I was completely 
fine,” the No. 3-ranked Wil¬ 
liams said. “The doctor said 
I would be fine. I was ex¬ 
cited to get an early start 
so just in case I did have 
any pain I could have to¬ 
morrow off. But everything 
was fine.” Williams said 
she didn’t believe in New 
Year’s resolutions. That 
doesn’t stop her aiming for 
a sweep of the majors. She 
held all four Grand Slam 
titles at one stage, winning 
the 2003 Australian Open 
after claiming the French, 
Wimbledon and U.S. Open 
titles in 2002, but she’s nev¬ 
er completed a season 
slam.Q 


U.S. defeats South Africa 2-1 


PERTH, Australia (AP) — Ve¬ 
nus Williams and John Isner 
led the United States to a 
2-1 victory over South Af¬ 
rica at the Hopman Cup 
mixed team competition 
Sunday. 

Williams rallied to defeat 
60th-ranked Chanelle 
Scheepers 4-6, 6-2, 6-3. Af¬ 
ter Kevin Anderson beat 
Isner 7-6 (0), 7-6 (5), the 
match came down to 
mixed doubles. Williams 
and Isner beat the South 
Africans 6-3, 6-2 to clinch 
victory. Williams took some 
time to settle in against 
an opponent who rallied 
well and hit the ball deep. 
Scheepers broke Williams 
at love to serve for the first 
set. But after that, the sev¬ 
en-time Grand Slam cham¬ 
pion looked increasingly 



comfortable and began to 
play more aggressively. 
Williams clinched the sec¬ 
ond set when Scheepers 
double-faulted. She then 
won the first four games of 
the third. 

Williams was playing for the 
first time since winning at 


Luxembourg in mid-Octo¬ 
ber. 

“I was just trying to find 
some rhythm out there,” 
she said. “She’s obviously 
a really good player hav¬ 
ing maintained a top-40, 
top-50 ranking the last cou¬ 
ple of years. She played a 
match yesterday, too, so 
had an extra advantage. It 
felt good out there. 

“I’m not expecting to be 
perfect now, but I’m think¬ 
ing that my game will get 
better every match. I think 
the doubles will help as well 
to hone everything. More 
than anything I was just 
so excited to be out there 
playing, and I’m ready to 
go for it.” 

In the late contest, Spain 
beat France 2-1 after Fer¬ 
nando Verdasco and 


at Hopman Cup 


Anabel Medina Garrigues 
teamed up with to win the 
mixed doubles against Jo- 
Wilfried Tsonga and Mathil¬ 
da Johansson. 

Tsonga saved three set 
points before going up 1-0. 
Fie then broke three times in 
the second set and closed 
out the match on his fourth 
match point. 

“It was not easy at the be¬ 
ginning,” Tsonga said. “Fie 
played well. Then I wake up 
and played a lot better and 
it was a good match for 
me, to win the first match of 
the season. The first one is 
always tough. You have to 
be really focused. The best 
part of my game was that 
I moved pretty well today.” 
Medina Garrigues was rare¬ 
ly under pressure against 
Johansson, breaking to 


lead 4-3 and then taking 
the opening set when Jo¬ 
hansson hit a double-fault 
on break point. 

Three consecutive breaks 
of serve in the second set 
left the Spaniard leading 
3-1, and she broke once 
more at love to claim victo¬ 
ry. On Monday, top-ranked 
Novak Djokovic and former 
No. 1 Ana Ivanovic repre¬ 
sent Serbia against the Ital¬ 
ian team of Andreas Seppi 
and Francesca Schiavone. 
Andrea Petkovic, who re¬ 
tired with a right knee injury 
after winning the first set 
against Australia’s Ashleigh 
Barty on Saturday, has with¬ 
drawn from the competi¬ 
tion and will be replaced 
by Tatjana Malek for Ger¬ 
many’s remaining contests 
against Italy and Serbia.Q 
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NHL, union likely to 
return to table Monday 


IRA PODELL 

AP Sports Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — The NHL 

and the players’ assacia- 
tion are ready ta get back 
ta the bargaining table. 
There were no formal ne¬ 
gotiations Sunday, but all 
signs pointed to talks on 
Monday in an effort to end 
the lockout and save the 
season. 

“There will be no further 
face-to-face meetings tc- 
day," the unicn said in a 
statement Sunday. “The 
plan is far the sides ta meet 
tamorrow.” 

Those would be the first ne¬ 
gotiations since the sides 
met with a federal media¬ 
tor Dec. 13. 

The league and the union 
had informational discus¬ 
sions — by conference call 
and in meetings — with 
staff members that lasted 
much of Saturday and con¬ 
cluded Sunday. Thase talks 
were spurred by the nearly 
300-page contract propos¬ 
al the NHL presented to the 
union Thursday. 

All games through Jan. 
14 have been canceled, 
claiming more than 50 per¬ 
cent of the original sched¬ 
ule. The NHL wants ta reach 
a deal by Jan. 11 and apen 
the seasan Jan. 19, with a 
48-game schedule. 
Bargaining sessians with 
only the NHL and union 
haven’t been held since 
Dec. 6, when talks abruptly 
ended after the players’ 
association made a coun¬ 
terproposal to the league’s 
previous offer. 

The league said that af¬ 
ter was contingent on the 
union accepting three ele¬ 
ments unccnditicnally and 
without further bargaining. 
The NHL then pulled all ex¬ 
isting offers off the table. 
Two days of sessions with 


mediators the following 
week ended without prog¬ 
ress. 

A person familiar with key 
points of the offer told The 
Associated Press that the 
league proposed raising 
the limit of individual tree- 
agent contracts to six years 
from five — seven years 
if a team re-signs its own 
player; raising the salary 
variance from one year ta 
anather ta 10 percent, up 
from 5 percent; and one 
compliance buycut for 
the 2013-14 season that 
wouldn’t count toward 
a team’s salary cap but 
would be included in the 
overall players’ share of in¬ 
come. 

The person spoke on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity because 
details at the new offer 
weren’t being discussed 
publicly. 

The NHL maintained the 
deferred payment amaunt 
of $300 million it offered in 
its previous proposal, an 
increase from an earlier of¬ 
fer of $211 million. The initial 
$300 million offer was pulled 
after negotiations broke off 
this month. 

The latest proposal is for 10 
years, running thraugh the 
2021-22 season, with both 
sides having the right to opt 
out after eight years. 

If this offer doesn’t quickly 
lead to a new collective 
bargaining agreement, the 
next round of cuts could 
claim the entire schedule. 
The NHL is the only North 
American professian- 
al sports league to cancel 
a season because of a la¬ 
bor dispute, losing the 2004- 
05 campaign to a lockout. 
A 48-game season was 
played in 1995 after a 
lockout stretched into 
January.Q 


This Aug. 14, 2012, 
file photo shows 
NHL commissioner 
Gory Bettmon, left, 
and Bill Daly, deputy 
commissioner and chief 
legal officer, following 
collective bargaining 
talks in Toronto. 
Associated Press 
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NFL Capsules 

Pagano returns as Indianapolis defeats Houston 28-16 



Indianapolis Colts’ Deji Karim, left, runs back a kickoff 101-yards for a fouchdown during fhe sec¬ 
ond haif of an NFL foofball game against the Houston Texans Sunday, Dec. 30, 2012, in Indianapo- 
iis. 

Associated Press 



Minnesota Vikings running back Adrian Peterson, center, runs 
from Green Bay Packers defenders B.J. Raji (90), Ryan Picketf 
and Dezman Moses, right, during the first haif of an NFL football 
game Sunday, Dec. 30, 2012, in Minneapolis. Peterson rushed for 
199 yard as the Vikings won 37-34. 

Associated Press 


The Associated Press 
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — IN¬ 
DIANAPOLIS (AP) — The 

Indianapolis Colts made 
Chuck Pagano a winner in 
his return to the sideline. 
Andrew Luck threw for two 
touchdowns and Deji Karim 
swung the game with a 
101-yard kickoff return in 
the third quarter, giving the 
Colts a 28-16 victory over 
Houston. It was Pogano’s 
first gome back as coach 
since starting treatment for 
leukemia Sept. 26. 
Indianapolis (11-5) heads 
into the playoffs as the No. 
5 seed and on a roll. The 
Colts will open the postsea¬ 
son next weekend against 
the Baltimore Ravens. 
Slumping Houston (12-4) 
won't know its playoff seed 
until later Sunday. The Tex¬ 
ans lost three of their last 
four games, and J.J. Watt 
failed to break Michael 
Strahan's single-season 
sacks record. 

The game turned on two 
big plays: Karim's kickoff 
return, which wiped out a 
16-14 Houston lead, and 
Luck’s 70-yard TD pass to 
T.Y. Hilton. 

BENGALS 23, RAVENS 1 7 
CINCINNATI (AP) — Car¬ 
los Dunlap returned an in¬ 
terception 14 yards for a 
touchdown in the fourth 
quarter. 

The Ravens (10-6) had al¬ 
ready clinched their sec¬ 
ond straight AFC North 
title, and they will open the 
playoffs at home against 
Indianapolis, which defeat¬ 
ed Houston on Sunday. 

The opponent for the Ben- 
gals (10-6) was to be deter¬ 
mined later Sunday. 

The Ravens let quarterback 
Joe Flacco and running 
back Ray Rice play only 
two series. Bengals quar¬ 
terback Andy Dalton and 
receiver A.J. Green sat out 
the second half. 

BRONCOS 38, CHIEFS 3 
DENVER (AP) — Peyton 
Manning threw for 304 
yards and three touch¬ 
downs to lift Denver into 
the No. 1 seed for the AFC 
playoffs. 

Manning finished the sea¬ 
son with 4,659 yards, 41 
short of his career high. He 
finished with 37 touchdown 


passes, and none will be 
more memorable than the 
last two — circus catches 
by Eric Decker and De- 
maryius Thomas that turned 
the game into a blowout. 
Denver (13-3) won its 11th 
straight and leaped past 
Houston for the top seed 
after the Texans lost to In¬ 
dianapolis 28-16 earlier in 
the day. 

The Chiefs gained only 119 
yards all day and finished 
their season 2-14. They will 
get the top pick in April's 
draft. 

VIKINGS 37, PACKERS 34 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Adri¬ 
an Peterson came within 
9 yards of Eric Dickerson's 


rushing record, finishing 
with 199 yards and power¬ 
ing Minnesota into the play¬ 
offs. 

The result forced a rematch 
with the Packers next week¬ 
end in a wild-card game — 
this time at Lambeau Field. 
Peterson rushed for 36 yards 
on the last drive, plenty for 
rookie Blair Walsh's 29-yard 
field goal as time expired to 
put the Vikings (10-6) in the 
postseason. The Packers 
(11-5) fell to the NFC's No. 
3 seed. 

Aaron Rodgers complet¬ 
ed 28 of 40 passes for 365 
yards and four touchdowns 
and no turnovers, connect¬ 
ing with Jordy Nelson from 2 


yards to tie the game with 
2:54 remaining. But Chris¬ 
tian Ponder threw for three 
scores, including one to Pe¬ 
terson. 

49ERS 27, CARDINALS 13 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
Michael Crabtree caught 
touchdown passes of 49 
and 7 yards as the 49ers 
won a second straight NFC 
West title. 

Colin Kaepernick threw for 
a career-best 276 yards 
and two TDs as the Nin- 
ers (11-4-1) earned a No. 2 
seed thanks to Green Bay's 
loss to Minnesota. 

Frank Gore ran for a 2-yard 
touchdown early in the 
fourth quarter for his fran¬ 
chise-best 51st touchdown 
rushing. 

Brian Hoyer went 19 of 34 
for 225 yards and a late TD 
toss in his first career NFL 
start as Arizona’s fourth 
quarterback. The Cardinals 
(5-11) lost for the 11 th time 
in their last 12 games in 
what might have been Ken 
Whisenhunt’s final game as 
coach. 

SEAHAWKS 20, RAMS 13 
SEATTLE (AP) — Russell Wil¬ 
son tied Peyton Manning's 
record for most touchdown 
passes by a rookie with 26, 
and his 1-yard TD run with 
1:39 left allowed Seattle to 
finish as the only unbeaten 
team at home. 


Seattle (11-5) entered the 
day with hopes of still win¬ 
ning the NFC West and get¬ 
ting a home playoff game, 
but those dreams were 
dashed when San Fran¬ 
cisco beat Arizona. Seattle 
will be the No. 5 seed and 
face the NFC East winner 

— Washington or Dallas — 
next weekend. 

The Rams (7-8-1) sacked 
Wilson six times, butcouldn’t 
come up with their first win¬ 
ning record since 2003. 
PATRIOTS 28, DOLPHINS 0 
FOXBOROUGH, Mass. (AP) 

— Tom Brady threw two 
touchdown passes and 
New England earned a 
playoff bye. 

Stevan Ridley ran for two 
touchdowns as the Patriots 
used a ball-control offense 
and a defense that racked 
up a season-high seven 
sacks. 

Now, seeded second in the 
AFC, they have an extra 
week to savor the win and 
prepare for their postsea¬ 
son opener. 

The Patriots (12-4) led 21-0 
at halftime on Brady's 
9-yard touchdown pass to 
Wes Welker and Ridley’s 
runs of 1 and 2 yards, cap¬ 
ping drives lasting 14 and 13 
plays. They ended the scor¬ 
ing on Brady's 23-yard scor¬ 
ing pass to Rob Gronkows- 
ki, who missed the previous 
five games after breaking 
his left forearm. 

The Dolphins (7-9) finished 
with a losing record for the 
fourth straight season. 
BUCCANEERS 22, FALCONS 
17 

ATLANTA (AP) — The Fal¬ 
cons couldn’t follow 
through with their plan to 
gain momentum for the 
playoffs as Josh Freeman 
threw a touchdown pass 
to Mike Williams and Doug 
Martin ran for 141 yards. 

The Falcons (13-3) had 
little to play for as they al¬ 
ready have home-field ad¬ 
vantage through the NFC 
playoffs. Coach Mike Smith 
said he wanted to “fin¬ 
ish the regular season the 
right way," and he stayed 
with his starters through the 
game. 

The danger to Smith’s strat¬ 
egy was losing a top starter 
to an injury. □ 
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Big 3 help Spurs send 
Mavs to 6th straight loss 


By SCHUYLER DIXON 
AP Sports Writer 
DALLAS (AP) - Tony Park¬ 
er had 21 points and nine 
assists, Manu Ginobili had 
several key baskets amang 
his 20 paints and the San 
Antonio Spurs handed 
the Dallas Mavericks their 
sixth straight loss, 111 -86 on 
Sunday night. 

Dirk Nowitzki had eight 
points on 3-of-9 shooting a 
week otter making a sur¬ 
prise return in a 38-point loss 
to the Spurs in San Antonio. 
The Spurs led all the way, 
with Tim Duncan helping a 
20-6 start by hitting several 
jump shots. 

He finished with 18 points, 10 
rebounds and three blocks. 
Darren Collison scored 18 
points to lead the Maver¬ 
icks, whose losing streak is 
their longest since January 
of their championship sea¬ 
son in 2010-11. 

Dallas was within five in the 
third quarter when Ginobili 
hit a 3-pointer with the shot 
clock winding down, and 
he made an even longer 3 


with the shot clock inside a 
second to put Son Antonio 
ahead 80-70. He finished 
the third quarter the same 
way he did the second - 
with a last-second shot that 
put the Spurs up by 12. 
Nowitzki struggled again a 
week after making his sea¬ 
son debut at San Antonio. 

It was his third game in four 
nights, and he was limited 
to 17 minutes Friday against 
Denver, the second of 
back-to-back games. He 
missed his first three shots 
of the second half before 
finally hitting a driving layup 
to get Dallas within six. 
Ginobili keyed a late spurt 
in the first half that turned 
a five-point lead into a 
12-point halftime edge. He 
assisted on a 3-pointer by 
Kawhi Leonard and scored 
the final two baskets of the 
half, the last a pull-up jump¬ 
er with less than a second 
left for a 57-45 lead. 

The Spurs ran out to a 20-6 
lead on midrange jump¬ 
ers from Tony Parker, who 
scored 10 in the first quarter. 


and a couple of 3-pointers 
from Danny Green, who 
had a career-high seven 
from long range against 
Dallas a week ago. Green 
finished with eight points 
and was 2 of 3 from be¬ 
yond the arc. 

The Mavericks closed the 
gap late in the first behind 
Elton Brand, who scored six 
in the first quarter after go¬ 
ing scoreless for the second 
time this season two nights 
earlier against Denver. 
Brand scored 14 points in 
this one. 

O.J. Mayo, Dallas’ leading 
scorer, was held under 10 
points for the fourth time in 
five games. 

He came in averaging 
9 points on 33-percent 
shooting the previous four 
games and finished with 
eight on 4 of 14 shooting. 
Green blocked two of his 
3-point attempts in the 
second half, including one 
after Mayo tried a pump 
fake that instead just gave 
Green enough time to get 
there before Mayo shot it.Q 
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San Antonio Spurs guard Manu Ginobili right of Argentina, 
attempts a shot against Dallas Mavericks defender Elton Brand 
during the second half of an NBA basketball game in Dallas on 
Sunday, Dec. 30, 2012. San Antonio won 111 -86. 

Associated Press 
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Creating the ultimate housework workout routine 


PENELOPE GREEN 
© 2012 New York Times 
NEW YORK - Can house¬ 
work help you live longer? 
A New York Times blog post 
by Gretchen Reynolds lost 
month cited research link¬ 
ing vigorous activity, in¬ 
cluding housework, and 
longevity. The study, which 
tracked the death rotes of 
British civil servants, was the 
latest in o flurry of scientific 
reports crediting domestic 
chores with health benefits 
like a lowered risk for breast 
and colon cancers. In one 
piquant study published 
in 2009, researchers found 
that couples who spent 
more hours on housework 
had sex more frequently 
(with each other) though 
presumably not while vac¬ 
uuming. (The report did not 
specify.) Intrigued by sci¬ 
ence that merged the ef¬ 
forts of a Martha with the 
results of on Arnold (a buf¬ 
fer buffer?), this reporter 
challenged a household 
expert and a fitness author¬ 
ity to create the ultimate 
housework workout - a 
houseworkout - in her New 
York City apartment. Per¬ 


haps she could odd a few 
years to her own life while 
learning some fancy new 
moves for her Swifter. Chris¬ 
topher Ely, once a footman 
at Buckingham Palace, 
and Brooke Aster’s long¬ 
time butler, was appoint¬ 
ed cleaner-in-chief. Ely is 


a man who approaches 
what the professionals call 
household management 
with the range and depth 
of an Oxford don. Although 


he is working on his memoirs 
(he described his book as a 
room-by-room primer with 
anecdotes from his years 
in service), he was happy 
enough to put his writing 
aside for an afternoon. His 
collaborator was Carol 
Johnson, a dancer and fit¬ 


ness instructor who devel¬ 
ops classes at Crunch NYC, 
including those based on 
Broadway musicals like “Le¬ 
gally Blonde" and “Rock of 


Ages." 

Ely arrived first, beautifully 
dressed in dork gray wool 
pants, a black suit coat 
and a crisp white shirt with 
silver cuff links. He cleans 
house in a white shirt? 

“I know how to clean it," he 
countered, meaning the 
shirt. When Johnson ap¬ 
peared (in black spandex 
and a ruffly white chiffon 
blouse, which she switched 
out for a Crunch T-shirt), 
theory, method and mate¬ 
rials were discussed. 

“If you're dreading the 
laundry,” Johnson said, 
“why not create a space 
where it's actually fun fo 
do by puffing on some mu¬ 
sic?" If fifness is defined by 
cardio healfh, she added, 
it will be a challenge to cre¬ 
ate housework that leaves 
you slightly out of breath. 
“I'm thinking interval train¬ 
ing,” she said. 

As it happens, one trend 
in exercise has been work¬ 
outs that are inspired by 
real-world chores, or what 
Rob Morea, a high-end 
trainer, described the other 
day as “mimicking hard la¬ 
bor activities.” In his studio. 


Morea has clients simulate 
the actions of construction 
workers hefting cement 
bags over their shoulders 
(Morea uses sand bogs) or 
pushing a wheelbarrow or 
chopping wood. 

Ely averred that service - 
extreme housekeeping - is 
physically demanding, with 
sore feet and bad knees 
the least of its debilitating 
byproducts. Ely still suffers 
from an injury he incurred 
while carrying a poodle 
to its mistress over icy front 
steps in Washington. (When 
the inevitable occurred, 
and Ely wiped out, he 
threw the dog to his em¬ 
ployer before falling hard 
on his backside.) And fhe 
right equipment matters: 
After two weeks’ employ 
in on penthouse, he was 
handed a pair of Reeboks 
by his new boss, the bet¬ 
ter to withstand the apart¬ 
ment’s wall-to-wall granite 
floors. (For cleaning, Ely 
wears slippers, deck shoes 
or socks.) Ely’s technique is 
to clean a room from fop 
to bottom. That means he 
begins with the cobweb 
cleaner, wafting it along 
ceiling corners, moldings, 
soffits and, uh, the top of 
the fridge (major dust har¬ 
vest there). His form was 
pretty, like a serve by Roger 
Federer, if not exactly aer¬ 
obic. For Ely kept stopping 
to lecture this reporter - on 
condensation; on the ba¬ 
sic principles of heat trans¬ 
fer and why one needs fo 
vacuum the refrigerator 
coils; on the movement of 
moist air in a kitchen; on 
floor care, which involved 
a long story about a Bel¬ 
gian manastery whase in¬ 
habitants never washed 
the kitchen floor; on how fo 
dust the halogen spot lights 
(use a cotton cloth, not a 
microfiber one, and make 
sure the lights are off, and 
caal).Q 
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Christopher Ely, once a footman at Buckingham Palace, and 
Carol Johnson, a dancer and fitness instructor who develops 
classes at Crunch NYC, warmup for cleaning in New York, Dec. 
17, 2012. A study, which tracked the death rates of British civil 
servants, was the latest in a flurry of scientific reports crediting 
domestic chores with health benefits like a lowered risk for breast 
and colon cancers. (Robert Wright/The New York Times) 
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Disruptions: The real hazards of e-devices on pianes 



A pilot uses the FlySmart with Airbus app on an Apple iPad. The F.A.A. has no proof that electronic devices can harm a plane's avion¬ 
ics, but it still perpetuates such claims. 

Airbus, via European Pressphoto Agency 


By NICK BILTON 

Over the last year, flying 
with phones and other de¬ 
vices has become increas¬ 
ingly dangerous. 

In September, a passen¬ 
ger was arrested in El Paso 
after refusing to turn off his 
cellphone as the plane was 
landing. In October, a man 
in Chicago was arrested 
because he used his iPad 
during takeoff. In Novem¬ 
ber, half a dozen police 
cars raced across the tar¬ 
mac at La Guardia Airport 
in New York, surrounding 
a plane os if there were a 
terrorist on board. They ar¬ 
rested a 30-year-old man 
who had also refused to 
turn off his phone while on 
the runway. 

Who is to blame in these 
episodes? You can’t solely 
pin it on the passengers. 
Some of the responsibility 
falls on the Federal Aviation 
Administration, for continu¬ 
ing to uphold a rule that 
is based on the unproven 
idea that a phone or tablet 
can interfere with the op¬ 
eration of a plane. 

These conflicts have been 
going on for several years. 
In 2010, a 68-year-old 
man punched a teen¬ 
ager because he didn’t 
turn off his phone. Lt. Kent 
Lipple of the Boise Police 
Department in Idaho, who 
arrested the puncher, said 
the man “felt he was pro¬ 
tecting the entire plane 
and its occupants." And 
let’s not forget Alec Bald¬ 
win, who was kicked off an 
American Airlines plane in 
2011 for playing Words With 
Friends online while parked 
at the gate. 

Dealing with the F.A.A. on 
this topic is like arguing with 
a stubborn teenager. The 
agency has no proof that 
electronic devices can 
harm a plane’s avionics, 
but it still perpetuates such 
claims, spreading irrational 
fear among millions of fliers. 


A year ago, when I first 
asked Les Dorr, a spokes¬ 
man for the F.A.A., why the 
rule existed, he said the 
agency was being cau¬ 
tious because there was no 
proof that device use was 
completely safe. He also 
said it was because passen¬ 
gers needed to pay atten¬ 
tion during takeoff. 

When I asked why I can 
read a printed book but 
not a digital one, the agen¬ 
cy changed its reasoning. I 
was told by another F.A.A. 
representative that it was 
because an iPad or Kin¬ 
dle could put out enough 
electromagnetic emissions 
to disrupt the flight. Yet a 
few weeks later, the F.A.A. 
proudly announced that pi¬ 
lots could now use iPads in 
the cockpit instead of pa¬ 
per flight manuals. 

The F.A.A. then told me that 


“two iPads are very differ¬ 
ent than 200." But experts at 
EMT Labs, an independent 
testing facility in Mountain 
View, Calif., say there is no 
difference in radio out¬ 
put between two iPads 
and 200. “Electromagnetic 
energy doesn’t add up like 
that,” said Kevin Bothmann, 
the EMT Labs testing man¬ 
ager. 

It's not a matter of a fly¬ 
ing device hitting another 
passenger, either. Kindles 
weigh less than six ounces; 
Walter Isaacson's biogra¬ 
phy of Steve Jobs weighs 
2.1 pounds in hardcover. 
I’d rather be hit in the head 
by an iPad Mini than a 650- 
page book. 

In October, after months 
of pressure from the public 
and the news media, the 
F.A.A. finally said it would 
begin a review of its poli¬ 


cies on electronic devices 
in all phases of flight, includ¬ 
ing takeoff and landing. But 
the agency does not have 
a set time frame for an¬ 
nouncing its findings. 

An F.A.A. spokeswoman 
told me last week that the 
agency was preparing to 
move to the next phase 
of its work in this area, and 
would appoint members to 
a rule-making committee 
that will begin meeting in 
January. 

The F.A.A. should check 
out an annual report issued 
by NASA that compiles 
cases involving electronic 
devices on planes. None of 
those episodes have pro¬ 
duced scientific evidence 
that a device can harm a 
plane’s operation. Reports 
of such interference have 
been purely speculation by 
pilots about the cause of 


a problem. Other govern¬ 
ment agencies and elect¬ 
ed officials are finally get¬ 
ting involved. This Decem¬ 
ber, Julius Genachowski, 
chairman of the Federal 
Communications Commis¬ 
sion, sent a letter to the 
F.A.A. telling the agency 
that it had a responsibility 
to “enable greater use of 
tablets, e-readers and oth¬ 
er portable devices” during 
flights, as they empower 
people and allow “both 
large and small businesses 
to be more productive and 
efficient, helping drive eco¬ 
nomic growth and boost 
U.S. competitiveness.” 

A week later. Senator Claire 
McCaskill, Democrat of Mis¬ 
souri, also sent a letter to the 
F.A.A. noting that the public 
was “growing increasingly 
skeptical of prohibitions” on 
devices on airplanes. □ 
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Wall Street Week Ahead: 


Retailers look to recover after modest holiday sales 


DANIEL WAGNER 
AP Business Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — As 

signs emerge that holiday 
sales this year grew at the 
weakest pace since 2008, 
investors are dumping retail 
stocks. Analysts are crow¬ 
ing about the missing “con¬ 
sumer engine" without 
which the U.S. economy 
may stagnate. 

Many fear that the season's 
weakness will reverberate 
throughout the economy: 
Stores will be saddled with 
excess merchandise, forc¬ 
ing them to slash prices 
and accept razor-thin profit 
margins. Demand will soft¬ 
en for goods up and down 
the supply chain, leading 
eventually to a decline in 
orders for factory goods 
and weaker manufactur¬ 
ing. Growth will slow. 

Yet there are plenty of rea¬ 
sons to believe that these 
fears are overblown, some 
market-watchers argue. 
Auto sales are strong, os 
are some measures of con¬ 
sumer sentiment. Home 
values are rising, leaving 
fewer Americans on the 


brink of foreclosure and 
helping many feel more fi¬ 
nancially secure. 

Above all, they point out, 
there is nothing permanent 
about the “fiscal cliff,” a set 
of tax hikes and spending 
cuts that will automatically 
take effect at the begin¬ 


ning of 2013 if lawmakers 
are unable to reach a deal 
to avert it. When the fiscal 
issue is addressed and de¬ 
mand bounces back, these 
contrarians argue, beaten- 
down retail stocks may turn 
out to be this year's best 


after-Christmas bargain. 
“There may be some cau¬ 
tion ahead of the fiscal cliff" 
because of uncertainty 
about tax rates, “but it's 
more of a rood bump than 
any fundamental weak¬ 
ness,” says David Kelly, chief 
global strategist for JP Mor¬ 


gan Funds. 

He notes that a daily tracker 
of consumer sentiment, the 
Rasmussen Consumer Index, 
rose Friday to 98.9, the high¬ 
est level measured since 
January 2008. Other mea¬ 
sures of consumer sentiment 


appear weaker, but Kelly 
believes the Rasmussen 
data is more reliable be¬ 
cause it is updated daily. 
Most other indices rely on 
monthly surveys. 

The fiscal cliff isn't the only 
reason consumers slowed 
down in November and 
December. Americans 
were buffeted by a series 
of events that made them 
more likely to stay home. 
Superstorm Sandy caused 
steep holiday sales de¬ 
clines in the Northeast and 
mid-Atlantic that made 
the national picture ap¬ 
pear far weaker. The presi¬ 
dential election distracted 
people in November, the 
Newtown massacre in De¬ 
cember. And the rising din 
about Washington's cur¬ 
rent budget impasse left 
many people unsure what 
their 2013 household bud¬ 
gets will look like. 

By Christmas Day, the 
verdict was in: Spending 
in key retail categories 
edged up 0.7 percent this 
year, just a fraction of the 
3 percent to 4 percent 
that many analysts had 


expected, according to 
market data provider Mas¬ 
terCard Advisors Spend- 
ingpulse. It was the worst 
year since 2008, when the 
cresting financial crisis had 
dragged the economy into 
a deep recession. 

For many, the results were a 
worrisome sign of things to 
come. Jeff Sica, president 
and chief investment of¬ 
ficer of SICA Wealth Man¬ 
agement in Morristown, 
New Jersey, called the re¬ 
tail sales result “onerous” 
and “a negative overhang 
on the market.” 

Investors didn't wait for the 
results from specific stores, 
which will add detail to the 
picture when they are re¬ 
leased in early January. Re¬ 
tail stocks in the Standard 
& Poor's 500 index fell 5.4 
percent this month, while 
the broader index declined 
only 1 percent. Computer 
and electronics retailers 
fared the worst, sinking 10.3 
percent. 

Not so tost, says Karyn Ca¬ 
vanaugh, market strategist 
with ING Investment Man¬ 
agement in New York.Q 
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FedEx courier Andrew Standeven makes deliveries to businesses 
at the CambridgeSide Galleria mall in Cambridge, Mass., 
Monday, Dec. 24, 2012. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer) 
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PAWN OR SELL YOUR GOLD 
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French council strikes down 75% “ultra-rich” tax rate 


SCOTT SAYARE 
© 2012 New York Times 
PARIS - France’s Constitu¬ 
tional Council on Saturday 
struck down the Socialist 
government's plan to im¬ 
pose o 75 percent margin¬ 
al income tax rote on the 
wealthy, o measure that 
figured prominently among 
the campaign promises 
of President Francois Flol- 
lande and that had be¬ 
come a divisive emblem of 
his approach to cutting the 
budget deficit. 

Prime Minister Jean-Marc 
Ayrault quickly pledged 
that the government would 
reintroduce a revised ver¬ 
sion of the tax for next year 
to address the criticisms of 
the Constitutional Council, 
which ruled that the mea¬ 
sure did not fox affected 
households equally. 

The 75 percent rate was 
always a symbolic political 
gesture, os Flollonde himself 
has acknowledged. It was 


Big Days 

The Associated Press 

2012 had its fair share of big 
days on the stock market. 
Flere's a look back at what 
set off the biggest moves 
in the Dow Jones industrial 
average. 

The Biggest Drops: 

— Nov. 7: Down 313 points. 
On the day otter the presi¬ 
dential election, investors 
worried that a divided gov¬ 
ernment wouldn't reach 
deal on the budget in time 
to avoid across-the-board 
government spending cuts 
and tax increases Jan. 1. 

— June 1: Down 275 points. 
A dismal report on hiring 
and employment for May 
sent the market swooning. 
—June 21: Down 251 points. 
A sharp decline in a closely 
watched measure of man¬ 
ufacturing in the Northeast 


to expire in two years and 
would have applied only 
to annual income above 1 
million euros, or about $1.3 
million, and so would have 
affected no more than o 
few thousand taxpayers. 
Tax revenues from the mea¬ 
sure would have reached 
just a few hundred million 
dollars, little more than a 
bucket of water in France’s 
deficit sea; the budget 
deficit is about $112 billion 
this year. The council ruled 
that the fox was unfair be¬ 
cause it would have ap¬ 
plied unevenly to different 
households with the same 
combined income. A cou¬ 
ple making a combined 
1.5 million euros a year, for 
instance, would be exempt 
from the fox so long as both 
partners earned less than 1 
million euros individually. If 
one partner earned more 
than 1 million euros, how¬ 
ever, the couple would 
have been required to 


on Wall Street 2012 


got investors worried about 
the U.S. economy. Chino 
also reports o slowdown at 
its factories. 

— October 23: Down 244 
points. Big companies in¬ 
cluding Xerox, DuPont and 
3M report slumping rev¬ 
enues for the third quarter. 

— April 10: Down 214 
points. Rising borrowing 
costs for Spain and Italy 
mode investors worry that 
those two major countries 
would become the latest 
to be engulfed in Europe’s 
government debt crisis. 

The Biggest Goins: 

— June 6: Up 287 points. 
Flope that European of¬ 
ficials would find ways to 
ease the region’s debt crisis 
launched o roily. 

— June 29: Up 278 points. 
Markets storm higher otter 
European leaders came up 


with o plan to rescue bonks, 
relieve debt-burdened 
governments and restore 
investor confidence. 

— Sept. 6: Up 244 points. 
Mario Draghi, the head 
of the European Central 
Bank, unveils a program 
to buy government bonds 
from the region’s struggling 
countries with the aim of 
lowering their borrowing 
costs. 

— March 13: Up 218 points. 
U.S. bonks led o powerful 
roily otter JPMorgon Chose 
said it plans to buy bock 
os much os $15 billion of its 
stock and raise its dividend. 
The government also re¬ 
ported strong retail soles for 
February. 

— Aug. 3: Up 217 points. 
The U.S. government re¬ 
ported o sharp increase in 
hiring for July.Q 




pay the 75 percent rote on 
their combined earnings of 
more than 1 million. 
Flollonde introduced the 
tax during his presidential 


campaign - a sharp break 
from his center-right rival, 
Nicolas Sarkozy, who hod 
established o tax ceiling of 
50 percent of earnings - to 
prove his leftist credentials 
in the face of o challenge 
from o candidate sup¬ 


ported by the Communists, 
Jeon-Luc Melenchon. 
Among the opposition on 
the right, politicians said the 
75 percent rote was tan¬ 


tamount to theft, calling it 
“confiscatory” and insisting 
that it would drive inves¬ 
tors and entrepreneurs out 


of the country. There have 
been reports and rumors of 
os many os 5,000 wealthy 
French citizens moving 
out of the country, though 
there ore no official figures. 
Most recently, in what has 
grown into o minor notional 
scandal, it was revealed 
that the actor Gerard De¬ 
pardieu would be taking 
up residence in Belgium, 
where there is no wealth 
tax and where the maxi¬ 
mum income tax rate is 50 
percent. 

In France, without the 75 
percent tax rote, the high¬ 
est income tax rote will 
now be 45 percent. (With 
the invalidation of the 75 
percent rote, French Twit¬ 
ter users hove implored De¬ 
pardieu to return to France, 
some facetiously, some 
not.jQ 


PALM BEACH #33-A WWW.WACKYWAH00S.COM 


STEAK. SEAFOOD. B.B.Q. & FUNI 


French President Francois Hoiiande, deiivers a speech in 
Chateau-Renauit, centrai France. (AP Photo/Phiiippe WojazerJ 


FRESH CATCH £ SIAFOOP 

We are located close to the High-rise 
hoteFs at walking distance, 

_ RESERVATION REQUIRED _ 


TEL: 586-7333 


Ex-Hadicurari BBQ & Grill with the same owner’s. 
We do our own daily fishing so we serve the freshest 
seafood on the Island. 

Very reasonable price, exciting menu and 

NO SERVICE CHARGE 
Dinner from 5:30 - 10:00 

Monday - Saturday 
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Blondie 




Mother Goose & Grimm 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★ *2/31 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 _ up; increase 
in intensity 
6 Perched upon 
10 Story 

14 Written slander 

15 Wild hog 

16 Smell 

17 Tickle the funny 
bone of 

18 Poker term 

19 Boggy area 

20 Birth of Jesus 
22 “That’s _ of a 

different color!” 

24 Be bold 

25 Treated with 
contempt 

26 Take out text 

29 Old anesthetic 

30 Wedding words 

31 Opponent 
33 Flies high 

37 Prepare spuds 
39 Banishment 

41 Envelop 

42 Make a 
smudge worse 

44 Entreaties 

46 Ms. Longoria 

47 Get vengeance 
49 Narrow body of 

water 

51 Social-climbing 
pip-squeak 

54 _ and there; in 
various places 

55 Just a _; 
slightly 

56 Hardworking 

60 Commotion 

61 Heroic classic 

63 Digital _ disc; 
DVD 

64 At any time 

65 Small recess 

66 _ board; nail 
file 

67 Late actor Foxx 

68 Gentlemen 

69 Mails 

DOWN 

1 Caramel- 
glazed custard 

2 Peru’s capital 

3 Border on 

4 Dwell 
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5 Raise 

6 Diminish 

7 Theater award 

8 Feedbag 
morsel 

9 Speak from the 
pulpit 

10 1/1/13 

11 Decorate 

12 On the_; 
unchained 

13 Miscalculated 
21 “Goodnight, 

23 Soil turners 

25 Fashion 

26 Lowers the 
lights 

27 Dutch cheese 

28 Misplace 

29 Bronte or Post 
32 Person living 

abroad 

34 Vicinity 

35 Sitar player _ 
Shankar 

36 Quarrel 
38 Capital of 

Connecticut 
40 Artist’s stand 
43 Genuine 
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45 Tries hard 
48 Primps 

50 Government in 
power 

51 Say 

52 Show to be 
true 

53 _ with; 
supported 


54 Bumpkins 

56 Designer 
Christian _ 

57 Anthony or 
Barbara 

58 Dweeb 

59 Playthings 
62 Taro root 

paste 
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German magazine mistakenly 
publishes Pres. Bush obituary 


BERLIN (AP) — Germany’s 
respected news weekly Der 
Spiegel mistakenly pub¬ 
lished an obituary Sunday 
for former U.S. President 
George H.W. Bush, hours 
after a family spokesman 
said the 88-year-old was re¬ 
covering from illness. 

Bush was hospitalized in 
Houston Nov. 23 for treat¬ 
ment of o bronchitis-relat¬ 
ed cough and moved to 
intensive care on Dec. 23 
otter he developed o fe¬ 
ver. On Saturday, spokes¬ 
man Jim McGrath said Bush 


was moved out of intensive 
core into o regular hospital 
room again after his condi¬ 
tion improved. The unfin¬ 
ished obituary appeared 
on Der Spiegel’s website for 
only a few minutes Sunday 
before it was spotted by In¬ 
ternet users and removed. 
In it, the magazine’s New 
York correspondent de¬ 
scribed Bush as “a color¬ 
less politician” whose im¬ 
age only improved when 
it was compared to the 
later presidency of his son, 
George W. Bush.Q 


Caribbean Palm 
Village Resort 

Sale Weeks 51 and 52 
Good Selection Still Available 
Come Visit or Contact 
Sales.Cpv(S)hotmail.com 
USA 978 530 6077 
Aruba 297 592 0500, or 732 5392 


Td- 342-06^7/ 
ftr, 70 





Quality Apartments 

'Sfudib A Ltsft 4pTs. ' Ful [y Furnished 

/ AircQ / Cable W Pmjl 

than ] rrule fram-foigfc fl«ach A -4 Jorge ^upernurioet^. 
Fee-I ■f-o tgnt-oct or visit us. 

^ern ■ Firi: 9dnfi-7pjt^. Sot i Sun: 


A new office. 

A beffer way fo buy 
and sell real esfafe. 


We are excited to announce 
the opening of our second office 

the Radisson Aruba Resort. 


Coldwell Banker Aruba Realty 

Radisson Aruba Resort ■ 

J.E. Irausquin Blvd. 81 
Phone (297) 586-6672 


cououieu. 

BANIQeRD 



Classifieds 


Christmas & New Year 
weeks 2013 

2 X one bedroom timeshare 
suite for rent in Aruba for wk 
51 and wk 52 for 2013 
contact: 

execsun2000@yahoo.com 

_ 198169 


FOR SALE 
Timeshare for sale 

2 wks at the Marriott Aruba 
Surf Club 2 Br / 2 B lock out 
unit Platinum time -ocean 
view NDZ1543@.verison.net 
732-6687448 (US) 

_197996 


FOR RENT 
Marriott Ocean Club 

2 bedroom 2 bath, ocean 
view Christmas wk 2013 
December 21-28 st 
Contact: ABC Rm 145 until 
1/07/13 USA 516-625-1996 
blevinem@aol.com $5,900 



www.coldwellbanker.aw 


Wk 7,8,9 1B & 2B units from $9500 
Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

Platinum Season 
0V$18k OS$19kOF$29K 
3 BEDRM $29k 
Plat Plus Holiday 51 OV-$42k 
Plat Plus NY 52 OV- $49k 
GOLD Season 
OS $ 10k OV $9500 
Oceanfront$17k 
3 BEDRM OV $17,000 
Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 

Platinum 2B OV$19k 
Oceanfront PLAT $29k 
Platinum 1 BOV $12,500 
Gold season 2B OV $10,000 
Oceanfront 2B $17,000 
IB Oceanfront $9,500 
La Cabana Beach & Racquet Club 

**Preferred Resale Company** 

ALL summer & fall weeks starting 
at $3k 

Studio, IBdrm & 2Bdrm available. 
Costa Linda & Playa Linda inventory 
We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners. 

Contact us to BUY, SELL or RENT any 
timeshare property. 
www.conciergerealty.com 

Concierge Realty 
Michelle Donato 
michelledonato@cfl.rr.com 

Licensed Real Estate Broker 
888-888-2204 X-101 
321-206-6293 Local Florida 


If you have 
interest in 
selling or 
Buying ANY 
timeshare 
contact us! 


Michelle Donato 



LA CABANA 

Fixed week owners, 
protect your interest. 
Join FWOA 
fwoa1@. verizon.net 



DOCTOR 

ON DUTY 


< 

DRANJESTAD 


M December 

Dr. Wijngaarde 


FOR SALE 

Marriott Christmas wk 

beautiful 2 bedr, 2 bath 
washer/dryer in kitchen, ocean 
view sleeps 8 $45,000 
contact 5864231 or 
xtmsriberg@hotmail.com 

_ 197975 

SALON & SPA/SPECIAL 

Manicure y Pedicure $30 
Massage (50 min) $45 
Facial (basic) $45 
Possibility to pick up!!! 

Bella Vista salon & spa / Seroe 
Patrishi 43-A 

Call now!! 583-7338/737-1408 

197999 

FOR SALE 

Condo in Gold Coast 
Everything’s included in this 2 Br 
2 Vi bath unit check it out now at 
www.arubarental.info 
or call 562-0735 free pick up 

198153 

FOR RENT 

Ocean front 
Marriott Surf Club 
2 bedroom suite 
Dec. 23-30 2013 $6500 
Local #6901001 
Call: Us (206)714-5029 
E-mail: 

magiewolf@gmail.com 

_ 19816 1 

FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 

wk 52-1br $8,500 OBO 
wk1-2br $10,000 OBO 
Tropicana Resort 
wk 51 -1b $2,500 OBO 
Pis call 732-2788 
sales@arubadirectdeals.com 

_ 198167 

FOR RENT 

Do you want to stay more day's in 
Aruba? 

we have apts & houses for rent by 
days, week & months. Start $60 
p/day. 

Call: 733-6681 / 745-3510 
E-mail: marita.landa@gmail.com 

198176 

VACATION SPECIAL 

last minute 

New Year Aruba Beach Club 
wk 52 Dec. 29-Jan 5 $700 4p 
Tel. 583-4403 / 560-3297 

_198164 

FOR RENT 

Paradise Beach Villas 

Dec. 29 Jan 5 Studio $700 
Jan 05 Jan 12 1 br $1,000 
Jan 06-Jan 13 2 br $1,100 
Pis call. 732-2788 
E-mail: 

rental@aruba(jirect(jeals.com 

_198167A 


Police 

100 

Fire Dept. 

115 

Fire Dept. II 

582-1108 

Police Tipline 

11141 

Hospital 

527-4000 

Oranjestad 

Ambulance 

582-1234 

Police 

582-4000 

San Nicolas 

Ambulance 

584-5050 

Police Station 

584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 

584-1606 

Valero Security 

584-1720 


Pharmacy on duty 
f ORANJESTAD: 


Botica Trupiaal Tel: 583-8560 


SAN NICOLAAS: 


Botica San Lucas Tel: 584-5119 


Police 

Police 581-1100 

Oranjestad 582-4000 

Noord 587-0009 

Sta. Cruz 585-4710 

Savaneta 584-7000 

San Nicolas 584-5000 



Emergency 

Numbers 

Emergency 





911 


OlES*^ 


Services 

Information 118 

Setar 582-5151 

Taxi 582-2116 

Taxi- Tas 587-5900 

Profesional Taxi 588-0035 

Taxi D.TS. 587-2300 

Service Aruba 583-3232 


CRUISE SHIP 



31 Grandeur of the Seas 
Coral Princess 


Aruba Airport Tel:524-2424 

American Airlines Tel: 582-2700 
Avianca Tel: 588-0059 

Dutch Antilles Tel: 588-1900 

InselAir Tel: 588-9314 

Jet Blue Tel: 588-2244 

Spirit Airlines Tel: 582-7117 

Suriname Airways Tel: 582-7896 
Tiara Air Tel: 588-4272 

Venezolana Tel: 583-7674 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 

Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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Road trip on tap for NASA’s Mars rover in new year 


ALICIA CHANG 
AP Science Writer 
PASADENA, California 
(AP) — Since captivat¬ 
ing the world with its ac¬ 
robatic landing, the Mars 
rover Curiosity has tollen 
into a rhythm: Drive, snap 
pictures, zap at boulders, 
scoop up dirt. 

Repeat. 

Topping its to-do list in the 
new year: Set off toward a 
Martian mountain — a trek 
that will take up a good 
chunk of the year. 

The original itinerary called 
for starting the drive before 
the Times Square ball drop, 
but Curiosity lingered lon¬ 
ger than planned at a pit 
stop, delaying the trip. 
Curiosity will now head for 
Mount Sharp in mid-Febru¬ 
ary after it drills into its first 
rock. 

“We'll probably be ready 
to hit the pedal to the 
metal and give the keys 
back to the rover drivers,” 
mission chief scientist John 
Grotzinger said in a recent 
interview at his office on 
the sprawling NASA Jet Pro¬ 
pulsion Laboratory campus 
15 miles east of downtown 
Los Angeles. 


PICKERING SPA 

_ _Ci 


Escort & Massage 


The best recommended 
one on the Island! 
Anything goes., no rules! 

* Choice of the best petite 
“Look & feel girls in Aruba 

* Special 2 for 1 massage 


* Full service massage 

* In-and Out-call service 

* Delivery in 15 minutes 
to your hotel 

* Free pick-up & Drop-off 

* We host Bachelor & 
Bachelorette Parties 

* Airport & Hotel Shuttle 
and Transfer services 

* We accept cash and any 
credit card. 



CALL us AT 566-6669 



This Dec. 12, 2012 file image provided by NASA shows the Mars 
rover Curiosity at a pit stop, a shallow depression called “Yel¬ 
lowknife Bay.” 

Associated Press 


The road trip comes amid 
great expectations. After 
all, it’s the reason the $2.5 
billion mission targeted 
Gale Crater near the Mar¬ 
tian equator. Soaring from 
the center of the ancient 
crater is a 3-mile-high peak 
with intriguing layers of 
rocks. 

Curiosity's job is to figure 
out whether the landing 
site ever had the right en¬ 
vironmental conditions to 
support microbes. Scientists 
already know water flowed 
in the past thanks to the 
rover’s discovery of an old 
streombed. Besides wa¬ 


ter, life as we know it also 
needs energy, the sun. 
What’s missing are the 
chemical building blocks 
of life: complex carbon- 
based molecules. If they’re 
preserved on Mars, scien¬ 
tists figure the best place to 
hunt for them is at the base 
of Mount Sharp where im¬ 
ages from space reveal 
hints of interesting geology. 
It’s a six-month journey if 
Curiosity drives nonstop. 
But since scientists will want 
to command the six-wheel 
rover to rest and examine 
rocky outcrops along the 
way, it’ll turn into a nine- 


month odyssey. 

Before Curiosity can tackle 
a mountain, there’s unfin¬ 
ished business to tend to. 
After spending the holiday 
taking measurements of 
the Martian atmosphere. 
Curiosity gears up for the 
first task of the new year: 
Finding the perfect rock to 
bore into. 

The exercise — from pick¬ 
ing a rock to drilling to deci¬ 
phering its chemical make¬ 
up — is expected to last 
more than a month. 

“We have promised every¬ 
body that we’re going to 
go slowly,” said Grotzinger, 
a geologist at the California 
Institute of Technology. 
Curiosity’s low-key adven¬ 
tures thus far are in con¬ 
trast to the drama-filled 
touchdown that entranced 
the world in August. Since 
the car-size rover was too 
heavy to land using a 
parachute and airbags, 
engineers invented a dar¬ 
ing new way that involved 
lowering it to the surface 
by cables. The risky arrival 
proved so successful and 
popular that NASA is plan¬ 
ning an encore in 2020. 
Curiosity joined another 
NASA rover. Opportunity, 
which has been exploring 
the Martian southern hemi¬ 
sphere since 2004. 
Opportunity’s twin. Spirit, 
stopped communicating in 
2010. 

After nailing the landing, 
Curiosity fell into a routine. 
The first month was domi¬ 
nated by health checkups 
— a tedious but essential 
prerequisite before driving. 
A chemistry laboratory on 
wheels, it’s the most high- 
tech spacecraft to land 
on another planet so extra 
care was taken to ensure its 
tools, including its rock-zap¬ 
ping laser and robotic arm, 
worked. 

Once it got the green light, 
it trundled to a waypoint 


that’s home to three unique 
types of terrain to perform- 
science experiments. Ev¬ 
ery time Curiosity roves, it 
leaves Morse code tracks 
in the soil, providing a vi¬ 
sual signal between drives. 
The message spells out JPL, 
short for Jet Propulsion Lab, 
which built the rover. 

So far, its odometer has 
logged less than a mile. De¬ 
spite the slow going, scien¬ 
tists have been smitten with 
the postcards it beamed 
home, including a stylish 
self-portrait and tantalizing 
glimpses of Mount Sharp. 
Huge expectations weigh 
on the mission with NASA 
balancing the need to feed 
the public’s appetite while 
pursuing discoveries at its 
own pace. Last month, the 
space agency quashed In¬ 
ternet speculation that Cu¬ 
riosity had detected com¬ 
plex carbon compounds in 
a pinch of Martian soil by 
issuing a statement ahead 
of ascience meeting where 
the team was due to pres¬ 
ent the latest findings. 
American University space 
policy professor Howard 
McCurdy said Curiosity is 
currently in a transition, 
caught between the viral 
landing and the scientific 
payoff expected at Mount 
Sharp. 

“It is interesting, but slow,” 
he said in an email. “I ex¬ 
pect public interest will rise 
as the rover gets closer to its 
destination.” 

Curiosity’s prime mission 
lasts two years, but NASA 
expects the plutonium- 
powered rover to live far 
longer. 

A priority for its human han¬ 
dlers is to learn to operate 
it more efficiently so that it 
becomes second nature. 
Before heading to Mount 
Sharp, engineers plan a 
software update to Curi¬ 
osity’s computers to fix re¬ 
maining bugs.G 
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Ryan Seacrest: ‘Rockin’ in another year on ABC 



Ryan Seacrest, producer and host of Dick Clark’s New Year's 
Rockin' Eve on ABC, poses for o portrait Friday, Dec. 28, 2012 in 
New York. 

Associated Press 


FRAZIER MOORE 
AP Television Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Yes, 
Ryan Seacrest has a New 
Year’s resolution tor 2013: 
improve his skill at dancing. 
“There’s a Significant Other 
in my life who's very good 
at it,” he notes. That would 
be professional dancer Ju- 
lianne Hough, a two-time 
champ on “Dancing with 
the Stars” in whose proxim¬ 
ity “I feel the pressure to be 
as good as she is. It sounds 
like a joke, but this is a seri¬ 
ous thing for me to accom¬ 
plish next year.” 

So add dancing lessons 
to the long list of projects 
that keep Seacrest fa¬ 
mously fast on his feet. His 
numerous broadcast gigs 
include roles on E! Enter¬ 
tainment and NBC, a syndi¬ 
cated morning radio show 
for Clear Channel, as well 
as “American Idol,” whose 
new season starts next 
month on Fox. Behind the 
cameras, he has a swiftly 
expanding production em¬ 


pire that includes the Kar- 
dashian portfolio of reality 
shows. 

But as Monday nears, 
Seacrest is focused on this 
annual rite: “Dick Clark’s 
New Year’s Rockin’ Eve 
with Ryan Seacrest,” which, 
with related programming, 
will blanket ABC from 8 p.m. 
until past 2 a.m. EST. 


Booking musical acts 
has been in the works for 
months, Seacrest says. Per¬ 
formers include Carly Rae 
Jepsen, Neon Trees, Flo 
Rida and Pitbull, as well as 
Taylor Swift, in the headliner 
position just before mid¬ 
night. 

But Friday afternoon in 
Manhattan, Seacrest is 


soon due at a produc¬ 
tion meeting “to work out 
the nitty-gritty of the show 
— some of which we will 
stick to, some of which we 
won’t.” 

Already he has appeared 
on “Good Morning Amer¬ 
ica,” then headed to 
the rooftop of One Times 
Square, where the huge 
crystal ball was poised for 
its flashy descent, along 
with half-a-dozen TV teams 
queued up to tape inter¬ 
views with him. 

An hour later, at ABC ‘s Up¬ 
per West Side headquar¬ 
ters, Seacrest has shed his 
top coat and taken a break 
to reflect on Monday’s ex¬ 
travaganza. This will be his 
eighth New Year’s Eve turn 
for ABC. But it’s his first since 
Clark’s death last April at 
age 82. 

Clark, of course, originated 
“New Year’s Rockin’ Eve” 
four decades ago. And it is 
Clark on “Rockin’ Eve” who 
gave Seacrest as a young¬ 
ster his earliest memories of 


ringing in each new year. 
“I’d like to say I can imag¬ 
ine how it’s going to feel, 
but I’m not quite sure,” says 
Seacrest. “I looked forward 
so much to each year that I 
did the show with him.” 
Seacrest recalls how typi¬ 
cally he would be posted 
outside overlooking Times 
Square, while Clark, who 
had suffered a stroke in 
2004, made brief appear¬ 
ances from indoors. 

“Then, right after midnight, I 
would run inside and stand 
next to him, and he always 
has some funny, clever 
thing to make fun of me 
about,” says Seacrest, un¬ 
wittingly speaking in the 
present tense. “I think I will 
really miss that moment 
this year.” The night will be¬ 
gin with a two-hour tribute, 
“New Year’s Rockin’ Eve 
Celebrates Dick Clark,” 
hosted by Fergie and Jenny 
McCarthy. 


Continued on Next Page 


Aruhiba Cigars, Aruba’s only band rolled cigars! 

fs a matter of prestige and quality... 





ORANJESTAD- Benjamin Petrocchi, 
a true native Aruban started the newest 
export product of Aruba, locally 
produced hand rolled cigars called 
“Aruhiba”. These cigars are produced 
and cultivated in Aruba. Petrocchi 
always had a interest in the cigar 
business and has also sold Premium 
Cuban Cigars, and now he is growing 
his own tobacco crops. After many 
attempts and trips to Santo Domingo 
and Cuba, he started his own 
production and cultivation of Aruhiba 
Cigars in Aruba. The whole process 
took him 10 years to perfect. Petrocchi 
dedication to the cigars is important for 
the moulding and process of making a 
perfect cigar which takes a long time. Their handmade cigar box is specially designed with 
their “Aruhiba” logo. Petrocchi considers Aruhiba as a promotion for Aruba through its fine 
cigars. The company sells Aruhiba to the international markets as well. Visit their retail store 
located in front of the Historic Dutch Windmill in front of the Westin Resort, with any 
purchase of $20 and up you receive a free “Aruhiba” cigar or ask for their gift box of 5 cigars 
get 1 FREE for only $37. They open from Monday to Saturday from 9 am till 6:30 pm and on 
Sundays from 9 am to 1 pm. Aruhiba cigars are now available at the gift stores in your resort 

and at well-known cigar stores. For their 
complete selection and attractive by the box 
prices visit their retail store. Tours are also 
available at their Tobacco farm where their 
cigars are grown and rolled. 


For a group or private tour, call 586 0347 - 
593 6177 or send them an email at 
aruhibacigars@gmail. com 
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‘The Hobbit’ stays atop box office for third week 



This publicity file photo released by Warner Bros., shows the character Gollum voiced by Andy 
Serkis in a scene from the fantasy adventure “The Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey.” 

Associated Press 


CHRISTY LEMIRE 
AP Movie Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — “The 
Hobbit: An Unexpected 
Journey” continues to rule 
them all at the bax office, 
staying on top for a third- 
straight week and capping 
a recard-setting $10.8 bil¬ 
lion year in maviegaing. 

The Warner Bros, fantasy 
epic from director Peter 
Jackson, based on the be¬ 
loved J.R.R. Tolkien novel, 
made nearly $33 million 
this weekend, according 
to Sunday studia estimates, 
despite seriaus competition 
from some much-anticipat¬ 
ed newcomers. It's now 
made a whopping $686.7 
million worldwide and 
$222.7 million domestically 
alone. 

Two big holiday movies — 
and potential Academy 
Awards contenders — 
also had strong openings. 
Quentin Tarantino’s spa¬ 
ghetti Western-blaxplaita- 
tion mash-up “Djanga Un¬ 
chained” came in secand 
place for the weekend with 
$30.7 million. The Weinstein 
Co. revenge comedy, star¬ 
ring Jamie Foxx as a slave 
in the Civil War South and 
Christoph Waltz as the 
bounty hunter who frees 
him and then makes him 
his partner, has earned $64 
million since its Christmas 
Day apening. 

And in third place with $28 


millicn was the sweeping, 
all-singing “Les Miserables,” 
based on the international 
musical sensation and the 
Victor Hugo novel of strife 
and uprising in 19th cen¬ 
tury France. The Universal 
Pictures film, with a cast of 
A-list actors singing live on 
camera led by Hugh Jack- 
man, Anne Hathaway and 
Russell Crawe has made 
$67.5 million domestically 
and $116.2 warldwide since 
debuting on Christmas. 
Additionally, the smash- 
hit James Bond adventure 
“Skyfall” has now made 
$1 billion internationally to 
become the most success¬ 
ful film yet in the 50-year 
franchise, Sony Pictures an¬ 


nounced Sunday. The film 
stars Daniel Craig for the 
third time as the iconic Brit¬ 
ish superspy. 

“This is a great final week¬ 
end of the year,” said Paul 
Dergarabedian, an analyst 
for box-office tracker Hol- 
lywood.ccm. “Haw perfect 
tc end this year on such a 
strong note with the top five 
films performing incredibly 
well.” 

The week's other new wide 
release, the Billy Crystal-Bet- 
te Midler comedy “Parental 
Guidance” from 20th Cen¬ 
tury Fox, made $14.8 million 
over the weekend for fourth 
place and $29.6 million to¬ 
tal since opening on Christ¬ 
mas. 


Dergarabedian described 
the hclding power of “The 
Hobbit” in its third week 
as “just amazing.” Jack- 
son shot the film, the first of 
three prequels to his mas¬ 
sively successful “Lord of the 
Rings” series, in 48 frames 
per secand — dauble the 
normal frame rate — for a 
crisper, more detailed im¬ 
age. It’s alsa available in 
the usual 24 frames per sec¬ 
and and both 2-D and 3-D 
projections. 

“I think people are catching 
up with the movie. Maybe 
they're seeing it in multiple 
formats,” he said. “I think 
it’s just a big epic that feels 
like a great way ta end the 
moviegaing year. There’s 


mamentum there with this 
mavie.” 

“Djanga Unchained” is just 
as much of an epic in its 
own stylishly violent way 
that’s quintessentially Tar¬ 
antino. Erik Lomis, The Wein¬ 
stein Co.’s president of the¬ 
atrical distribution, said the 
apening exceeded the stu- 
dic's expectaticns. 

“We're thrilled with it, clear¬ 
ly. We knew it was extreme¬ 
ly competitive at Christmas, 
particularly when you look 
at the start ‘Les Miz’ got. 
We were sort of resigned 
to being behind them. The 
fact that we were able to 
overtake them over the 
weekend was just great,” 
Lamis said. “Taking nothing 
away tram their number, 
it’s a tribute to the playabil¬ 
ity at ‘Djanga.’” 

“Les Miserables” went inta 
its apening weekend with 
nearly $40 million in North 
American grosses, includ¬ 
ing $18.2 on Christmas 
Day. That’s the second- 
best opening ever on the 
holiday following “Sherlock 
Holmes,” which made $24.9 
million on Christmas 2009. 
Tom Hooper, in a follow-up 
to his Oscar-winner “The 
King’s Speech,” directs an 
enormous, ambitious take 
on the beloved musical 
which has earned a Cin- 
emaScore of “A” from au¬ 
diences and “A-plus” from 
women. □ 


Ryan Seacrest 

Continued from 
Previous Page 


Then Seacrest takes aver 
far the cauntdawn shew 
at 10 p.m. EST.“I definitely 
will say something about 
him, and it will be from the 
heart,” Seacrest promises. 
“But the night will be, as he 
would want, a celebration 
of what’s to come: Dick 
was always one to say, ‘The 
show must go on.’” 

That clearly resanates far 
the man wha claims Clark 
as his mentar. 

Seacrest, wha marked his 
38th birthday on Christmas 
Eve, grew up in Atlanta lov¬ 
ing music and dreaming of 
a career in broadcasting. 
From childhood, he was a 
student of Dick Clark, who 
in the 1950s had pianeered 



Entertainers Ryan Seacrest, 
left, and Jenny McCarthy, 
hosts of Dick Clark’s New 
Year's Rockin’ Eve on ABC, 
pose for a portrait Friday, Dec. 
28, 2012 in New York. 
Associated Press 

melding music, youth and 
TV on a show he called 
“American Bandstand.” 


“I loved the perception 
that people came tageth- 
er ta hang aut and be in- 
traduced to new music,” 
Seacrest says. “Dick was 
brilliant at making everyane 
feel at hame and comfart- 
able, and never getting in 
the way. That’s the key.” 
That became the key for 
Seacrest, who, today, is 
among the most accom¬ 
plished at doing what he 
daes. But just what daes he 
da? 

“At the doctor’s office 
where it says ‘Occupa- 
tian,' I always have trauble 
knowing what to write in 
that box,” he says with a 
laugh. “I usually put ‘Host.’ 

I enjoy bringing pop-culture 
moments and events to an 
audience, introducing the 
country to a promising new 
act or sitting down with an 
artist who has had a big hit. 


“I like being the host of 
a party. I never feel like 
I need ta be the star at it. 
Just host.” 

Seacrest wangled a shift 
on an Atlanta radio station 
when he was still in high 
school. So, from the start, 
he was live on the air, “and 
I felt comfortable when 
things didn’t always go as 
planned. I didn’t realize 
how valuable that would 
be until later, when I was 
standing an the ‘American 
Idol’ stage.” 

Populated with jittery con¬ 
testants and volatile judges, 
“Idol” counts on Seacrest to 
keep everything on track. 

“I remember a results show 
when we were down to the 
final two contestants,” he 
says, “and I realized I didn’t 
have the results card with 
me. I'd gone offstage dur¬ 
ing a cammercial and set it 


down. So while I’m standing 
there with those two con¬ 
testants, I thaught ta myself, 
‘Haw am I ganna leave this 
shot, get that card and get 
back, withcut everybcdy 
seeing it?’“In a split second, 

I decided the only way was 
to ask Randy (Jackson) at 
the judges’ panel a ques¬ 
tion, knowing they would 
cut to a shot of him — I fig¬ 
ured he would give a longer 
answer than Simon (Cow¬ 
ell) — and I'd have time ta 
jump to the side, grab the 
card and sprint back.” 

It wcrked. No viewer was 
the wiser. 

“Idol” returns January 16, 
and earlier this month 
Seacrest was busy as the 
show completed shooting 
contestants in Los Angeles, 
with winners of that round 
set to move on to the live 
competition. □ 
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How To Read In 
2013 



ROSS DOUTHAT 
© 2012 New York Times 

Come what may in the next 12 
months, 2013 has this much go¬ 
ing for it: It’s a year without a 
midterm election, and a year 
that’s as far removed as pos¬ 
sible from the next presiden¬ 
tial race. This means that for a 
blessed 365 days you can be 
a well-informed and respon¬ 
sible American citizen without 
reading every single article on 
Politico, without hitting refresh 
every 30 seconds on your poll¬ 
ing-average site of choice, with¬ 
out channel-hopping between 
Chris Matthews’ hyperventilat¬ 
ing and Dick Morris’ promises of 
an inevitable Republican land¬ 
slide. 

So use the year wisely, faithful 
reader. For a little while, at least, 
let gridlock take care of itself, 
shake yourself free of the toils of 
partisanship, and let your mind 
rove more widely and freely 
than the onslaught of 2014 and 
2016 coverage will allow. 

Here are three steps that might 
make such roving particularly 
fruitful. First, consider taking out 
a subscription to a magazine 
whose politics you don’t share. 
I’m using the word “subscrip¬ 
tion” advisedly: It may sound 
fusty in the age of blogs and 
tweets and online hopscotch- 
ing, but reading the entirety of 
a magazine, whether in print or 
on your tablet, is a better way 
to reckon with the ideas that its 
contributors espouse than just 
reading the most-read or most- 
emailed articles on its website, 
or the occasional inflammatory 
column that all your ideological 
compatriots happen to be at¬ 
tacking. 

So if you love National Review’s 
political coverage, add The 
New Republic or The Nation to 
your regular rotation as well. If 
you think that The New Yorker’s 
long-form journalism is the last 
word on current affairs, take 
out a Weekly Standard sub¬ 
scription and supplement Jef¬ 
frey Toobin with Andy Ferguson, 
Adam Gopnik with Christopher 
Caldwell. If you’re a policy ob¬ 
sessive who looks forward ev¬ 
ery quarter to the liberal-tilting 
journal Democracy, consider a 
subscription to the similarly ex¬ 
cellent, right-of-center National 
Affairs. And whenever you’re 
tempted to hurl away an article 
in disgust, that’s exactly when 
you should turn the page or 
swipe the screen and keep on 
reading, to see what else the 
other side might have to say. 
Second, expand your reading 
geographically as well as ideo¬ 
logically. Even in our suppos¬ 
edly globalized world, place 


still shapes perspective, and the 
fact that most U.S. political writ¬ 
ers live in just two metropolitan 
areas tends to cramp our ability 
to see the world entire. 

So the would-be cosmopolitan 
who currently gets a dose of 
British-accented sophistication 
from The Economist - a maga¬ 
zine whose editorial line varies 
only a little from the Manhattan- 
and-D.C. conventional wisdom 
- might do well to read the Lon¬ 
don Review of Books and The 
Spectator instead. (The multilin¬ 
gual, of course, can roam even 
more widely.) The conservative 
who turns to Manhattan-based 
publications for defenses of the 
“Real America” should cast a 
bigger net - embracing the Cal¬ 
ifornian academics who preside 
over the Claremont Review of 
Books, the heartland sans-cu- 
lottes at RedState, the far-flung 
traditionalists who write for Front 
Porch Republic. And the dis¬ 
cerning reader should always 
have an eye out for talented 
writers - like the Montanan Wal¬ 
ter Kirn, the deserving winner 
of one of my colleague David 
Brooks’ Sidney Awards - who 
cover U.S. politics from outside 
D.C. and NYC. 

Finally, make a special effort to 
read outside existing partisan 
categories entirely. Crucially, 
this doesn’t just mean reading 
reasonable-seeming types who 
split the left-right difference. It 
means seeking out more mar¬ 
ginal and idiosyncratic voices, 
whose views are often worth 
pondering precisely because 
they have no real purchase on 
our political debates. 

Start on the non-Republican 
right, maybe, with the libertar¬ 
ians at Reason magazine, the 
social conservatives at First 
Things and Public Discourse, 
the eclectic dissidents who staff 
The American Conservative. 
Then head for the neo-Marxist 
reaches of the Internet, where 
publications like Jacobin and 
The New Inquiry offer a constant 
reminder of how much room 
there is to the left of the current 
Democratic Party. 

And don’t be afraid to lend an 
ear to voices that seem mono- 
maniacal or self-marginalizing, 
offensive or extreme. There are 
plenty of writers on the Internet 
who are too naive or radical or 
bigoted to entrust with any kind 
of power, but who nonetheless 
might offer an insight that you 
wouldn’t find in the more re¬ 
spectable quarters of the press. 
If these exercises work, they’ll 
make 2013 a year that unsettles 
your mind a little - subjecting 
the views you take for granted 
to real scrutiny, changing the 
filters through which you view 
the battles between Team R 
and Team D, reminding you 
that more things are possible 
in heaven and earth than are 
dreamed of by John Boehner 
and Harry Reid. 

Then, and only then, will you 
be ready to start counting the 
days till the 2016 Iowa caucuses 
arrive.Q 



Lawyers, Guns And Mental Illness 



JOE NOCERA 
© 2012 New York Times 

Many years ago, when I was a 
young reporter at Texas Monthly 
magazine, I spent the better 
part of six months in the compa¬ 
ny of a man who suffered from 
schizophrenia. His name was 
Fred Thomas; he was 23 years 
old; and he had been steadily 
deteriorating since high school, 
which is when most men first 
show symptoms of the disease. 

I watched Fred as he was shut¬ 
tled in and out of the state hos¬ 
pital in Austin, Texas - one of the 
few that had not been closed 
down by the mid-1980s - where 
he was wildly overmedicated, 
and then released to either 
his mother’s home, which was 
invariably disastrous, or a half¬ 
way house ill-equipped to help 
someone as delusional as he 
was. 

I learned about the group 
homes that had sprung up after 
the closure of the mental hos¬ 
pitals. They were so gruesome 
that one outplacement worker 
told me she had never been 
to one “because I don’t want 
to know where I am sending 
them.” I spent time at a home¬ 
less shelter that had become, 
in effect, a mental institution 
without doctors or aides. Ulti¬ 
mately, the article I wrote was 
about how the “deinstitutional¬ 
ization movement” of the 1960s 
and early 1970s - a movement 


prompted by the same liberal 
impulses that gave us civil rights 
and women’s rights - had be¬ 
come a national disgrace. 

What spurs this recollection are 
two things. The first is Nina Ber¬ 
nstein’s powerful report in The 
Times this week about the plight 
of the mentally ill in New York. Al¬ 
though the article was pegged 
to the loss of services after Hurri¬ 
cane Sandy, in truth, Sandy only 
exacerbated a situation that 
was already terrible. With the 
mentally ill rarely institutionalized 
for any length of time - on the 
theory that their lives will be bet¬ 
ter if they are not confined in a 
hospital - other institutions have 
sprung up to take their place. 
Prisons, for instance. According 
to E. Fuller Torrey, a psychiatrist 
who founded the Treatment Ad¬ 
vocacy Center, a staggering 20 
percent of the prison population 
is seriously mentally ill. Around a 
third of the homeless are men¬ 
tally ill. 

And one more statistic: “Ten 
percent of homicides are com¬ 
mitted by seriously mentally ill 
people who are not being treat¬ 
ed,” says Torrey. 

In the wake of the massacres in 
Aurora, Colo., and Newtown, 
Conn., there have been es¬ 
sentially two central arguments 
about the cause. Liberals have 
stressed the need for new gun 
regulations that would make 
it more difficult for the likes of 
James Holmes and Adam Lanza 
to get ahold of killing machines 
like semi-automatics. There is 
no lack of sensible ideas: back¬ 
ground checks for all gun pur¬ 
chasers, a national registry that 
would allow guns to be traced, 
an assault weapons ban, con¬ 
trols on ammunition, and so on. 
Nouriel Roubini, an economist, 
wrote in a Twitter message that 
gun owners should be required 
to have liability insurance, an 
intriguing idea. Some legislators 
who once blindly followed the 
bidding of the National Rifle As¬ 
sociation are now saying they 
are reconsidering in the wake of 


Newtown. 

Many conservatives, however, 
have placed the blame for the 
recent rash of mass shootings 
not on the proliferation of guns 
but on the fact that James Hol¬ 
mes and Adam Lanza were al¬ 
lowed to go about their business 
unfettered, despite their obvi¬ 
ous mental illness. The editorial 
writers at The Wall Street Journal 
recently wrote that changing 
the way we treat the mentally 
ill “strikes us as a more promising 
path” for reducing mass killings 
than a fight over gun control. 

In truth, both are necessary. 
If conservatives need to face 
the need for gun regulations 
- controls that will make guns 
less ubiquitous while still staying 
on the right side of the Second 
Amendment - liberals need to 
acknowledge that untreated 
mental illness is also an impor¬ 
tant part of the reason mass 
killings take place. Yes, it is true, 
as has been noted in recent 
weeks, that most mentally ill 
people don’t commit crimes. 
But it is equally true that anyone 
who goes into a school with a 
semi-automatic and kills 20 chil¬ 
dren and six adults is, by defini¬ 
tion, mentally ill. 

The state and federal rules 
around mental illness are built 
upon a delusion: that the sick¬ 
est among us should always be 
in control of their own treatment 
and that deinstitutionalization is 
the more humane route. That 
is not always the case. Torrey 
told me that Connecticut’s laws 
are so restrictive in terms of the 
proof required to get someone 
committed that Adam Lanza’s 
mother would probably not 
have been able to get him help 
even if she had tried. 

“Mentally ill street people shame 
the society that lets them live as 
they do,” I wrote toward the end 
of that article in Texas Monthly. It 
has been 50 years since deinsti¬ 
tutionalization became the way 
we dealt with the mentally ill. 
How much more proof do we 
need that it hasn’t worked? □ 
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Watch Nights mark Emancipation Prociamation 150th 


BRETT ZONGKER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

As New Year's Day ap- 
praached 150 years aga, 
all eyes were an President 
Abraham Lincoln in expec¬ 
tation of what he warned 
100 days earlier would be 
coming — his final procla¬ 
mation declaring all slaves 
in states rebelling against 
the Union to be “forever 
free.” A tradition began 
Dec. 31, 1862, as many 
black churches held Watch 
Night services, awaiting 
word that Lincoln’s Emanci¬ 
pation Proclamation would 
take effect amid a bloody 
Civil War. Later, congrega¬ 
tions listened as the presi¬ 
dent's historic words were 
read aloud. The proclama¬ 
tion would not end slavery 
outright and at the time 
couldn’t be enforced by 
Lincoln in areas under con¬ 
trol of the secessionist Con¬ 
federates. But the presi¬ 
dent made clear from that 
day forward that his forces 
would be fighting to bring 
the Union back together 
without the institution of 
slavery. Lincoln issued his 
preliminary Emancipation 
Proclamation in September 
1862, after the Battle of An- 
tietam, announcing that if 
rebel states did not cease 
fighting and rejoin the Union 
by Jan. 1, 1863, all slaves in 
rebellious states or parts of 
states would be declared 
free from that date for¬ 
ward. This year, the Watch 
Night tradition will follow 
the historic document to its 
home at the National Ar¬ 
chives with a special mid¬ 
night display planned with 
readings, songs and bell 
ringing among the nation’s 
founding documents. 

The official document 
bears Lincoln’s signature 
and the United States seal, 
setting it apart from cop¬ 
ies and drafts. It will make 
a rare public appearance 
from Sunday to Tuesday — 
New Year’s Day — for thou¬ 
sands of visitors to mark its 
anniversary. On New Year’s 
Eve, the display will remain 
open past midnight os 2013 
arrives. 

“We will be calling back to 
an old tradition,” said U.S. 
Archivist David Ferriero, not¬ 
ing the proclamation’s leg¬ 


acy. “When you see thou¬ 
sands of people waiting in 
line in the dark and cold ... 
we know that they’re not 
there just for words on pa¬ 
per. “On this 150th anniver¬ 
sary, we recall those who 
struggled with slavery in 
this country, the hope that 
sustained them and the in¬ 
spiration the Emancipation 
Proclamation has given to 
those who seek justice.” 


History lovers say this is a 
chance to remember what 
the Emancipation Procla¬ 
mation actually signified. 
Lincoln wrote in part: “1 do 
order and declare that all 


persons held os slaves with¬ 
in said designated States, 
and parts of States, are, 
and henceforward, shall 
be free.” He went on to say 
the military would recog¬ 
nize the freedom of slaves, 
that freed slaves should 
avoid violence and that 
freed slaves could enlist in 
the U.S. armed forces. It did 
not immediately free a sin¬ 
gle slave, though, because 


Lincoln didn’t hove the 
power to enforce the dec¬ 
laration in the Confedera¬ 
cy. Still, many slaves had al¬ 
ready been freeing them¬ 
selves, and the document 


gave them protection, said 
Reginald Washington, on 
archivist of African-Ameri¬ 
can history at the National 
Archives. “It was a first, im¬ 
portant step in paving the 
way for the abolishment of 
slavery with the ratification 
of the 13th Amendment,” 
he said. It also brought “a 
fundamental change in 
the character of the war,” 
Washington said. “With the 
stroke of Lincoln’s pen, a 
war to preserve the union 
had overnight become a 
war of human liberation.” 
The proclamation became 
a symbol of hope for nearly 
4 million slaves and a confir¬ 
mation that the war should 
be fought to secure their 
freedom, said Washington, 
who is retiring from the Ar¬ 
chives after nearly 40 years. 
Some historians and schol¬ 
ars have come to view to 
proclamation as one of the 
most important documents 
in U.S. history. The final proc¬ 
lamation has been rarely 
shown because it was bad¬ 
ly damaged decades ago 
by long exposure to light. 
After it was signed at the 
White House, it was kept 
at the State Department 
for many years with other 
presidential proclamations. 
In 1936, it was transferred to 
the National Archives. 
Records show it was dis¬ 


played between 1947 and 
1949 in a “Freedom Train” 
exhibit that traveled the 
country. Then it was shown 
briefly in January 1963 to 
mark the 100th anniver¬ 
sary of its signing. It wasn’t 
until 1993 that the Eman¬ 
cipation Proclamation has 
been shown more regularly 
to the public. In the past 
decade, it has been shown 
in 10 other museums and 
libraries nationwide for no 
more than three days at 
a time to limit its exposure 
to light. A 2011 exhibition 
at the Henry Ford Museum 
in Dearborn, Michigan, 
that was open around the 
clock drew lines amount¬ 
ing to eight-hour waits to 
see the document. Con¬ 
servators rotate which of 
the five pages are shown 
to limit their light exposure. 
In Washington, they will dis¬ 
play pages two and five, 
which is Lincoln’s signature 
page. High-quality copies 
are shown in place of the 
other original pages. “It’s 
rarely shown, and that’s 
part of our strategy for pre¬ 
serving it and making it ac¬ 
cessible,” said Catherine 
Nicholson, on archives 
conservator. “Our goal is to 
keep its current condition so 
that it can be enjoyed not 
only by people today, but 
by future generations.”□ 



National Archives visitors look at a display ot President Abraham Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation at the National Archives in 
Washington. A tradition began on Dec. 31, 1862, os many black churches held Watch Night services, awaiting word that Lincoln’s 
Emancipation Proclamation would take effect as the country was in the midst ot a bloody Civil War. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin) 
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Photo shows the original Emancipation Proclamation on display 
in the Rotunda of the National Archives in Washington. As New 
Year’s Day approached 150 years ago, all eyes were on President 
Abraham Lincoln in expectation of what he warned 100 days 
earlier would be coming _ his final proclamation declaring all 
slaves in states rebelling against the Union to be “forever free.” 

(AP Photo/Evan Vucci) 
































